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A Report on the 3" Specialized
Session of the 12 Puppet
Theater Festival

The Magic of
Puppets

The 3 Instructing Workshop and Specialized
Session of the 12® Tehran International Puppet
Theater Festival was held on Tuesday, August 12.
Ghashgha’ei Hall of City Theater hosted the session
at9to 12 am.

The program began with a lecture delivered by
Stefano Giunchi, Italian puppet theater instructor
and member of jury board at Tehran Puppet Festival/
International Competition Section. His lecture titled,
“Human Hand is the Mother of Puppet Dramaturgy:
from Mobarak to Pulcinella and Punch.” At first
Giunchi introduced his puppet theater school-center
and his colleagues, puppet theater directors-instructors,
Loca Ronga and Caspar Nasuto.

Giunchi said: “There are various types of puppet
theater in Italy and different kinds of marionettes,
glove puppets, rod and umbrella puppets, as well
as contemporary and modern ones are employed.
Our puppet theater has a tight relation with new
technology.

He added: “In our school, we teach three main
courses:

1- Objects: Each object can have various forms
of life and spirits and may be related to different
communication systems. We emphasize on various
aspects of using different objects.

2-Narration: Itis the task of the masters who narrate
their personal experiences and viewpoints. Narration
can be started from one's own environment. So the
narrator should go outside, look and discover the

-1

- ————.

relations between objects. It is absolutely important
for us that narrator must employ a simple method with
using puppet. Narrator is not the performer. He/she
tries to interpret the world through words.

3- Puppet Theater: Since this dramatic form is
deeply originated and ancient in man history, we put a
special emphasize on it. Puppeteering is a mainstream
genre of theater throughout the world. It is performed
in Europe, Latin America, Canada, China and Iran.
Similar forms of puppet shows are visible in different
parts of the world. As a matter of fact, it's not clear that
when and where did puppet created and transferred,
because it’s spotted in all cultures with different forms.
For us the significant issue is cultural exchanges, no
matter who taught puppeteering to others.”

Explaining on teaching method of his school,
Giunchi noted: “We don't start from the history of
puppeteering or legends and books. We basically
insist on practical education.”

At that moment he pointed to the importance of
physical power in puppet theater and the fact that
those who don't have such a potential should think
about another works.

Following the session, Caspar Nasuto, puppet
theater director and instructor said: “The objects
gathered here (the tent of puppet theater) are not
important in themselves. Actually, we make them
important.”

On his the play, Four-Handed Pulcinella, Nasuto
explained: “It’s a kind of traditional glove puppet
play. The narratives of these puppets date back to old
times. We have discovered that ancient tales may also
have contemporary significations. In all these shows,
the main character is Pulcinella. It does something
which we are not able to do, that’s why is so engaging
for audiences.”

Loca Ronga, The other Italian puppet director and
instructor elaborated on the methods of using fingers
in puppeteering and asked the attendants to get into
the tent of Italian puppet theater, put their hands in the
puppets and move them. Some enthusiasts went there
and excitingly animated Italian puppet. They spend
the last moments of the session with experiencing
Italian puppeteering.
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@ How do you evaluate the quality of
participating works at the festival?

We
new creations by puppet artists particularly

found a number of innovations and

in experimental groups. If we could provide a
ground for the continuous performances of puppet
troops in the whole year, we would witness more
creativity and experimentations in this field. Our
friends have focused on various subject matters
and themes. Moreover a meaningful relation has
been made between veteran artists, students and
other puppet artists.

@ You referred to a problem which many
puppet artists in our country are suffering
from that, the lack of constant performance of
puppets plays...

If our theater in general follows a line which is
also the policy of officials, it will be developed.
Also, our theatrical groups will be established and
during the year will add to their experiences which
lead to the formation of various theatrical methods,
systems and styles. Meanwhile puppet theater will
have a particular status.

@ What were the major criteria for selecting
works of the international section?

The main criterion was cultural dialogue and
humanistic subject matters. We want to relate artists
with different styles and systems and convey their
experiences to each other. In the other words, we
aimed to involve our audiences and artists in these
performances. Since the most important point
is building relations between different cultures,
civilizations and nations.

In our country, Public opinion sees puppet theater
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as a genre suitable for children, while throughout
the world this dramatic form has its own adult
audiences.

®n selecting the works, how much did
you notice to make a balance between suitable
works for both groups?

It depends on what subjects for what audiences
do our directors and artists choose, how do they
take the status of puppet theater into consideration,
and use their experiences in what context.

@ m your opinion, how much the Iranian
works at international competition section do
represent our puppet theater?

Naturally in both Iranian and international
competition sections, there are many works which
are qualified to be performed at the festival. But
the important point is how to coordinate the
programs. However the most important target of
the festival is providing a ground for theater and
puppet theater as a culture making medium. We
are not simply aim to hold the festival, but we
would like to set out a cultural current, particularly
in regard to the fact that in the history of human
being, theater has always played a role as a
culture making, ontological and anthropological
phenomenon. Through this medium we hope to
dialog with contemporary humans. In this respect,
ground making is absolutely important.

@ From this aspect, how do you observe the
success our festival?

It can be a answered when we begin to research on
this subject and observe that compared to for example
12 years ago how the approach of our young people
to theater in various aspects has changed.
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