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The 7th International Puppet Theater Festival Tehran

Bulletin 9

D The Sun’s Territory
Written and directed by: M.H. Saadati

Being disillusioned by the candle, the young
butterfly loses its eyes, youth and beautiful
wings in search of light and...

lj The Scent of Lilcas
Written by: M. Darvishi
Directed by: Z. Darvishi

Two butterflies called Parak and Parpari are
friends. Parak falls in the Spider’s web due to
Papari’s fault. The Spider intends to destroy
the lilac - a symbol of friendship. At last,
Parak is freed by a crow and Parpari’s
kindness. The forest is also freed after the
Spider’s death.

[j An interview with
Zhu Jie

Zhu Jie, the director of the Shanxi Puppet
Theatre (China), in an interview said: "The
puppet shows chosen for Tehran Festival
have been adopted from Chinese classic tales.
"The Monkey King" and "The Lion’s Dance"
are two shows to be performed in Tehran
Festival. "The Lion’s Dance" was staged in
"Spring Festival" in China. The Lion is the
symbol of power and the dance encourages
people to grapple with difficulties.

[j Animation Theatre

The Greek Puppet Theatre, Poznan, has
repeatedly changed names since 1954. Since

-23 -

1989, it has been called Animation Theatre.
It tries to combine various literary elements
and myths of Polish traditions with foreign
literary works to create valuable literary
performances. The plays start with violent
actions and end with human understanding
and communication. The thematic structures
are developed by the use of symbols,
metaphors, and comic defamiliarization.

D An interview with Nalin Gamvari

Nalin Gamvari says that his group deals with
ancient tales using string puppets. They
believe in transmigration of souls so their
puppets act as respectable characters. Since
their performances are so profound that they
require mental diligence, they are addressed
to adults.

[j Buddha on Puppets Stage

An Interview with Festival’s guests from Sri
Lanka

Nalin Gamvari says: our troupe has only
traditional performances. We use string
puppet which is the oldest style in Sri Lanka.
We show stories about Buddha with our
marionettes. We believe in transmigration of
souls. So our puppets act instead of
respectable people. The plays are profound
and difficult to understand, that is why they
are comprehensible only for adults. 1
construct the puppets myself from papier
mache, or cloth and paper. I have
participated in festivals in Japan, Taiwan, and
India.
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The 7th International Puppet Theater Festival Tehran

Ll e e
English Translators: Soheil Khodaparasti
and Farah Yeganeh

"] In the Memory of Kambiz Samimi
Mofakham

The 7th International Puppet Theatre
Festival of Tehran is going to be held.
Children are keenly awaiting the Festival. In
their festival, the kind puppets invite adults to
remove sadness and make them laugh but ...
Alas, I call your name but there is no
response, and I miss you, Kambiz.

("] 1 Cannot Know Myself from Others

By: Mas’ood Samiyi

A mystic dies in the process of mystic rituals.
He is buried but the reason for his death is
not known. The thieves who want to steal his
shroud see a light on his chest. Fancing it a
jewel, they also take the light with them...

D A Leaf in Setareh’s Sky

A sick girl, has illusions of death. Her only
hope for life is the leaves on a tree. She
wrongly thinks that by each leaf that falls
down on the ground, one day from her life is
reduced...

-24 -

("] The Stories by Aunt Golbahar

The Univinted Guests

Bibi Fandogh, a kind old woman, has a
beautiful house with a nice courtyard and a
little pool full of fish. Bibi works from dawn
till dusk. At a night some univinted guests
take shelter from the rain and the wolf. The
following day, the animals including a
chicken, hen, dog and donkey ask Bibi to stay
there for good.

"] The White Magic Ball

Two boys called Ehsan and Shahin are
painting. Ehsan paints a witch and imagines
that since the witch hates the sun, she covers
it with the veil of darkness. All of a sudden,
Ehsan’s father asks him to take him a lamp.
Ehsan imagines the lamp to be a magic ball
which is lit. The witch, unhappy and sad
because of the ineffectiveness of the veil,
controls the power of the ball by reciting an
incantation. The next day, the veil can cover
the sun and...

[j Kouraghlo’s Trip to Arzeroum
Written and Directed by: M.Khalili

Kouraghlo sends Ashigh Jonoun to various
towns and villages to collect information.
Ashigh goes to Arzeroum where he hears
from Jaafar Paasha Khan’s daughter about
her father’s cruelty. Kouraghlo asks Demirchi
to bring the daughter to him but he is taken
by Jaafar Pasha Khan’s soldiers and...
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