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UNIMA

A warmhearted conversation with
Mr. Dadi. Dorab Pudumjee Head of
UNIMA for Asia and Oceania

---Dr. Moktabad: Please tell us
something about your biography
and involvement in the world of
UNIMA.

---Mr. Pudumjee: I was born in
Puna, a city near Bombay. I spent
my childhood in Delhi and chose
puppeteering as a hobby. After at-
tending 6 years in college majoring
in economics and political science, I
moved to Darpana, to accompany
their Academy at the puppet theatre
section, as a hoby and then profes-
sionlly. In 1975 we were asked by
the state's satellite station to pro-
duce educational programs. They
were looking for fresh people, who
had no prior experiénce in their re-
lated fields. Following this state
project, I received a 2-year scolar-
~ship to study in Sweden where my
work was influenced in a contempo-
rary way in both childrens and adults
productions. From 1978 to 1979 my

first professional shadow puppet .

theatre was produced. After this per-

formance I returned to Sweden to lec-
ture in childrens' theatre there. In
1980 we estabished the first full
time puppet theatre center in Delhi,
India. At this center, at the Sutraed-
har theatre, I was active for 6 years. I
founded my own group of puppeteer-
ing in 1986 and named it Ishara,
meaning "gesture". There are 4 to 8
people in this group who perform
independantly and follow their own
ideas. We do not concentrate our
work on children only; social, edu-

Daily Bulletin of the 5th International Puppet theater -9- Sep. 1994

cational, and scientific themes are
also of great significance to us. For
example we mix poerty and dance or
any other combination to send our
message.

In the 1992 congress in Slovina, I
was elected as the Governing Coun-
selor and Vice President of Asia and
Oceania to represent UNIMA. Also
as the Indian local union president.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: Is this more of a
directing job or a challenging one

;  '0~,

ternational Puppet Theatre
5-10 Sept 1994

for you?

---Mr. Pudumjee: No, it is not a di-
recting job, it is more a coordinat-
ing one in terms of keeping  active

contact between the membering
countries.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: As a person
from East, how would you compare
artful puppeteering in the East and
West?

---Mr.Pudumjee: I do not originate
from a puppeteer family. Puppeteer-

&4

ing, generally in India, carries on
from one generation to the next one,
and my work in the beginning had
more of an educational form and
style. My work is as Indian as I am,
but some how this work is in-
fluenced by the western culture. Pup-
pet theatre is a means of expressing
an idea, and that idea relates to the
themes. In the play, "Images on
Truth", which is about "Mahatma
Gandhi", we have used a contempo-
rary visual way, in conjunction with
Indian traditon, to demonstrate the
interpretation of the performance.
We are unwillingly influenced by
western technology or even proba-
bly western culture.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: Have you tried
to follow on]y‘ one style in your
work?

---Mr. Pudumjee: Tradition is also
an evolving process. Many ideas
can not be categorized in old tradi-
tion, some will die over time.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: some people are
trying to keep the old tradition
alive!

---Mr. Pudumjee: This opinion ap-
pears in many countries, for in-
stance, while presenting a tradition-
al Japanese performance for children
and young adults, the audience was
only present for twenty minutes.
Teaching the old tradition is very
strong in India, but at the same time,
this old tradition is fossilizing. Peo-
ple, specially in suburban communi-
ties, are exposed to media such as
television and radio. This arises
more expectations from people to-
wards puppet theatre.

The end of Part one.
Part two will be print-
ed in the next volume
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