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UNIMA

PART TWO

Countinued from the previous issue.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: Does in your
opinion modernization spoil or de-
stroy old tradition?

---Mr. Pudumjee: Maybe when tra-
dition becomes a ritual, it would die.
Tradition has to relate to people.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: what if traditon
disappears?

---Mr. Pudumjee: I wouldn't say
that. Speaking only about India, if
the mixture is meant to advance and
attract, it is acceptable.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: Please tell us
about traditional puppet theatre? Is
it more contemporary or traditional?

---Mr. Pudumjee: There are 4 tech-
niques used in India: glove, shadow,
rod, and string puppets which still
exist with their own style. These
styles are spread all over India, and
each part of the country, generally
spoken, uses one of these tech-
niques. I would say our first experi-
ence with the contemporary puppet
theatre came from Moscow.

---Dr Mokhtabad: As a person from
orient, possesing an eastern soul,
what is your idea of the UNIMA in
the East and West?

---Mr. Pudumjee: Most of the east-
ern countries, at least 90%, have
kept their tradition. Countries such
as China, India, and Egypt. East has
safeguarded its tradition in many
ways. Contemporary puppet theatre
is a matter of size, volume, and ac-
ceptance from people. The West has
started to go back to its traditions.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: What is your
impression of the UNIMA in Asia?

---Mr. Pudumjee: Every member
country has established a national
center for their activities in puppet
theatre about 10 or 12 years ago. Be-
fore that, business was done through
contracts. National centers concen-
trate on their own local affairs. The
centers need 40 be in more contacts.

The eastern centers are acting very
\ individually. They have boxed them-
selves. The committee has tried to
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attract more members from all parts
of the world such as Latin Amercia.
The members in the East have a neg-
ative attitude. They criticize each
other for the slightest reason, but
the western centers overlook all
these little problems and focus on
more important things.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: As the head of
UNIMA in Asia and Oceania, what
strategies have you chosen to give
more strength to National Centers
and to overcome these problems?

---Mr Pudumjee: National centers
have to be more cooperative and try
to extend their ways of communica-
tion, networking and changing in-
formation among Asian countries
are very important.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: Do you have a
special message for the Asia-
Oceania UNIMA membeis that you
would like to give?

---Mr. Pudumjee: It's time to wake
up. Don't try to represent only tradi-
tional puppet theatre. Do not put
yourself into brackets. It is time to
show the world what we are and to
break this cliche of Individualism,
combining our valueable tradition
and contemporary art, we can
achieve a whole lot. People should
see puppet theatre as a performance,
not as what country it comes from.
People should enjoy the show.

This ideal is accepted in all branch-
es of art except Theatre.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: I hear a colonial
voice in your words, as you are say-
ing we are, too, human beings, we
want to be ourselves!

---Mr. Pudumjee: yes, It is there,
colonialism might have given India
a good federal administration, but it

is the people of India who carry on

their tradition.

---Dr. Mokhtabad: As the head of
UNIMA Asia, what do you think
about Iranian puppet theatre?

---Mr. Pudumjee: From what I have
seen so far, I think Iranian puppet
theatre is very rich and strong. There
are always positive and negative

s 4 g

points of views but every country
has its problems that slows down
the process of this development.
Tehran Festival looks very promis-
ing and I thank the Iranian officialls
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