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The 7th International Puppet Theater Festival Tehran

Bulletin 8

Theatre Directorship and has
work experience for 17 years.

A man who has renounced life, takes shelter
in a cold lonely forest. He dreams of two
characters called Afsaneh and Ashegh
(Lover) in a journey. Along the way the two

find divine love through earthly one.

[j The Voice of the Marionette

The voice of a man or a woman seems to be
inappropriate for the little body of a
marionette. Thus from ancient times, there
existed a tradition for the puppeteer to
change his/her voice to suit the puppet. The
author discusses the historical evidences and
the process of change in the voice of puppets
from the ancient Greek nasal distortions to
the modern squeakers or swazzles.

D Japanese Theatre in the World

"Japanese Theatre in the World" will be the
first exhibition held in the West and will show
how the traditions of the Japanese Theatre
have had effective cultural influences not only
in Japan but also all over the world.

It will be held by Japan’s Institute and the
cooperation of the Theatre Museum of
Waseda University in Tokyo.

The exhibition will employ folklore costumes,
masks, puppets, musical instruments, scenery
changing methods, TV., posters, and
dramatic programs. The show will follow the
history of the traditional theatre from its
earliest times; i.e, fourth century before
Buddha, through the improving process of
classical styles of No, Kyogen, Bundraku,
Bogaku and Koboki to the latest styles of
contemporary theatre.

.23 .

D Japanese Puppeteering:
Bundraco and the Followings

Bundraco has influenced American
puppeteering more than any other Oriental
puppet theatre. Using three puppeteers and
two other artists for a single puppet provides
the style with astonishing characteristics and
supernatural powers. Many Western artists
have successfully tried to use Bundraco’s
methods and characteristics for Western
puppet plays. Yet, Bundraco is a
sophisticated form of art developed for adults
and, therefore, too difficult to be understood
by children.

("] The butterflies

Directed by: Karl Von Ranzyk/Sonja
Vandermalen

Technique : Rod puppet

1998 PIF Festival Award

Valentine is a frog. Because his mother calls
him "My Prince", he believes in it. He dreams
of a princess who awaits him in a fortress in
the mountains. Therefore, Valentine goes in
his car to search for her. When he returns he
has got ridden of his illusions while has found
a friend or a princess.

D Jan Klaassen

He is the famous German puppet theatre
character. His name has been taken from a
real 18th century trumpet player who after
leaving the army earned his living by
performing street puppet shows. This
trumpet player became so famous that his
comic puppets; that is, Hans Wurst and
Poliszynel, gradually changed their names into
his own name.
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The 7th International Puppet Theater Festival Tehran

R R
English Translators: Soheil Khodaparasti
and Farah Yeganeh

D Mobarak and the Proposal
Written and directed by: Hamid-Reza
Jalayian

The governor has promised that anyone who
saves the city from the attacks of the ghoul
will marry his daughter. It is Mobarak who
saves the city. The governor denies what he
has promised but at last...

D Negar Estakhr (Sendjed)

Estakhr who is a B.A. in English Translation
and also Theatre is now working on her M.A.
thesis in dramatic literature. She says:
Sendjed is quite original and not an imitation
either of Iranian or of foreign puppets.
Sendjed’s character forms in confrontation
with the person with whom he talks.
Originally, he is a reporter who shows out his
improvisations in questions and answers.

("] The Night Dream
Written and directed by: Sh. Pakravan
A 20th century girl, evading law and

discipline, frightened by darkness and
loneliness, decides to stop the passage of

-24 -

time. The sun, the defender of nature’s
order, becomes ensnared in the hands of the
little girl. The sun cannot free himself but
plays a trick on her. He speaks of the
children who are alone at home and
frightened by loneliness. The little girl lets the
sun leave and the moon and stars come back
at night. But night, that appears fearful at
first, has more interesting and beautiful tales:
the tales of the shadows and the double of
objects.

[j For Something More Significant
Written by: Terion Paolo
Translated and directed by: Shida Safavi

The butterflies are emblematic of life and
love. The continuity of the flowers’ lives are
indebted to the butterflies. The silkworm is
born but is baffled as to the nature of life.
Heat leads him to search. Among the worms,
he finds the superficial meaning of love but
he is in search of pure truth...

S. Safavi was born in 1969. She contributed
to the production of "The Heart Image" and
"A Night of Sleep and Wakefulness" directed
by F. Daliri.

[j Afsaneh

Written by: Nima Yooshidj
Directed by: Ahmad Mayel
puppet designer and constructer: Adel
Bezdoodeh

Ahmad Mayel, born in 1957, has an M.A. in
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