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Iranian people are so kind

Anderias Kilger, the German director of the plays
"Grandma has an appointment" and "The Birthday of the Prin-
cess" held a press conference in the presence of some re-
porters.

Kilger expressed his happiness in finding some similari-
ties between the traditional German puppetry "Kaspar" and
Iran's "Mobarak" and told the reporters: "I have been per-
forming the Kaspar traditional play for three years by a group
of three persons but this year I have performed it by my
own."

Answering a question about the critical features of both
puppets "Kaspar" and "Mobarak" Kilger noted: "Before
Kaspar was called "Hans for" and his sheer voice is similar
to Mobarak. "Hens for" was at first a read character who
had a sharp and critical tongue and that was entered to the
puppet world. For some years this play was only performed
for children but later on and recently adults are also its spec-
tators."

Kilger gave some explanation about the dialogues in his
play and added "this is a traditional and dialogue centered play
but I have tried in the second act to use more Persian terms
and words use. At the end he gave his opinion about Iranian
puppet play and told to the reporters”. I didn't have any back-
ground of Iranian puppetry and just knew through the internet
that Iran has some good traditional plays. I came to get ac-
quainted with Mobarak in Iran and I'm interested to see
"Pahlavan Kachal" because: It's interesting that this character
is so similar to the "Punch" of England and "Puncillo" of Italy.
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we know Iranian

folklor in this journey

Bilna Bouich, director of
the play "Shadows in Night"
from Serbia participated in
a press conference with
members of his theatrical
group.

He, who has 17 years
experience in acting, at
present is director of the
puppet theatre of the city
Nish in Serbia.

The theatrical group of
Bouich is consisted of 18
actors and actresses and has
stages up to now 19 plays.

Bouich answering a
question about the age range
of the spectators of his play
"Shadows in the Night" told
to the reporters" we have
experience working with
children, youngsters and
adults. But we chose this
play to be performed in Iran
aimed at young people."

Bouich expressed hope
to broaden the cultural rela-
tion between Serbia and Iran
and told to the reporters:
"Iranian theatre is still un-
known to us because the
lack of cultural relations be-
tween both countries but
we're quite acquainted with

Bouich noted that the
situation of their puppet the-
atre is now better than be-
fore and added: "My play is
about the common problems
of all women." He, whose
play is performed by shad-
ows explains: "Plays with
shadow have some advan-
tages that could not be
achieved by the body itself.
If you watch this play care-
fully you would notice that
it is aimed at adults and our
real purpose was to make
adults interested in puppet
plays. At the end he called
Iranian spectators so intelli-
gent and artistic and added:
"I never thought that Irani-
ans are so hospitable."




An Interview with Yousef Sediq, member of the
Selection Committee at the 10th International
Puppet Festival

Students have

opened Bright
Horizons

Yousef Sediq is a university professor in pup-
pet theatre; a master under who's tutelage, ev-
ery student in this course has learnt so many
lessons and passed a lot of units.

He, in this year's puppet festival is appointed
as a member of the selection committee and all
the plays we see throughout the festival have
been partly chosen by him and other members.

Following is a short interview with him about
this year's plays, the university and the puppetry
course in our country and the difficulties, stu-
dents of this course face.

How do you asses this year's plays com-
pared with last year?

Anyway each year that passes we hope to
have stronger works and progress in technique
and consistency. This year of course we had a
lot of good plays.

And what about the provincial category?
How were the plays in terms of quality?

There were a lot of good works but a rarity
was that some provincial groups which in previ-
ous year had such good plays came down in
performance this year, which are hopefully try-
ing to overcome and get better by some guid-
ance.

In your opinion what caused this dete-
rioration in quality?

We have told this a ten thousand times and
now I will repeat: Puppet groups need vanues
for performance and also people's support. I don't
necessarily mean money and materialistic things
but if we without our support what else would
remain? In some provinces there's a good un-
derstanding of puppet groups and their activities
but in other provinces we can't find the same
ideology and we should note that some puppe-
teers and students in this generous assurance
and that's why they feel humiliated later on and
their incentive starts to dry up.

How was the quality of the plays in the
provincial category?

Our students have opened new and bright
horizons towards us and we're so hopeful. In
the past few years the world has come to know
our puppetry owing to the efforts of these stu-
dents (puppetry students) and cooperation of the
organizers. We have always seen some creative
plays from students and right now their work is
a big revolution in the puppet family. These stu-
dents have proven that puppetry is not just a
play for children.

The visite of forign groups

with Dr.Neshan

Members of the performing puppet groups
of Russia, Turkey and Portugal visited Dr.
Khosrow Neshan, the president of the Dra-
matic Arts Center and Behrouz Gharib-Pour,
Deputy Secretary of the Festival and the presi-
dent of Mobarak (UNIMA).

The members of these groups which had a
chance to see some Iranian puppet plays ex-
pressed the hope to have broader relations with
Iranian.

The Russian group which saw the play "Not
beautiful, not ugly" by Hasan Dadshekar, on
the first day of festival had high praises for the
play and expressed their desire to invite not only
Hasan Dadshekar's group but also other Ira-
nian puppet groups to their country during their
own local festivals.

The performing group from Turkey ex-
pressed their desire to invite the solo performer
puppet show and also the multi performer pup-
pet shows to their next festival in Istanbul.

The performing group from Portugal which
had seen the traditional Iranian puppet show
(Kheyme Shab Bazi) before in their own festi-
vals are interested into getting more acquainted
with this kind of traditional puppetry.

The group was also astonished with the huge
presence of Iranian women artists in puppetry
and were more astonished by noticing that 80
percents of the artists in this field are women.
They noted that this matter was completing dif-
ferent with their previous imaginations about
the role of Iranian women in Dramatic Arts
and praised it.
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