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Dear All Audiences, Friday, July 23, 2010 3
i
We should apologize to all Iranian audiences as two puppeteers of our show > §
unexpectedly could not join us here in Tehran in order to perform H
“Salto.Lamento” at the 13" Tehran International Puppet Theater Festival- %
Mobarak on Friday, 23 & Saturday 24 July 2010. 3
£l
We are the musicians of the show and we really loved to perform our show for 5
Iranian audiences. We confirm that the Festival office has already arranged the
shipment of our set from Germany to Tehran, issued our visas and air tickets but
unfortunately due to the sickness of our director/main actor, we are not able to
rform our show for the Festival.
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Stefan Mertin Johannes Frisch

Dramatic Arts
Center of Iran
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important for
me. I become close to masks and puppets and I
try to have a connective language between them,
then I liked making puppets and masks™ he said.
The masks were made for play and Corbone
speaks about her love to make mask: “I chose
making masks because it is one of the Italian
traditions. In Italy we have
some masks that they show
body gestures, being happy,
upset, excited,. . .you can
realize Del Arte by looking
at them. I tried to use new

Several tables, pencil sketches on the walls, and mud frames
covered with chalk. . .this is the whole atmosphere of the
room which is prepared as workshop. Two Italian masters
with two of their students have stood in the middle of the
room. They are collecting sketches of the students who left
the workshop for launch. They work step by step based on
their syllables, from sketches to mask to color. Finally they
will make puppets which are produced by Iranians and
Italians.
Masks are larger than the real size of the face and they
have still mud frame. They have to be dry, so they were
put in a row beside the room of the class.
Marilla Corbone and Antonio Derko are both architect.

They should introduce Italian traditional puppets and masks with proﬁting by old

Iranian students have to explain Mobarak characteristics traditional ma.sks.’wnh SO
to them. There are many determined, serious faces who changes. Davinci’s sketches

were really effective on me.

are narrating everything that they have in their mind and
whatever they learned.
Some parts of the theatre stories of two countries are
reviewed and some of the joint part is considered. It is
very interesting that both of Mobarak and Punchinello
are talkative and therefore they can pass their
problems.
The session continues with simple sketches of these
two heroes of traditional theatre because this is
important to study them physically. Even there are
many discussions about the character of them and
eager youths choose modem approaches to study

However, in this workshop as
we have different cultures, I tried
to convince them to use their
cultural things in making their
masks and puppets. Most of the
masks are ready now and they are
ready to dye.”
She points to opening the second
stage of the workshop: “from
today, we are starting to make
puppets which are joint between
Iranian and Italian cultures. One of

these personages.
We find opportunity to look at the masks closely

and speak with two Italian masters. “T'm architect
and I work in Trojan office of governor general,

them is Punchinello and another one is Mobarak. We want to
connect them. I want to see that how an Iranian student explain

and define each of them.”
“Today in the world, covering the reality and truth is really easy

as director of city landscapes and views. ButI've
started making puppets since I was 10” Marilla

Corbone said about herself.

Antonio Derko has been also her cooperator for
many years. He is architect too and he is specialist
in renovation of historical and important building.
“I give importance to gesture and movement

in architecture and I believe that hands must
be moved and have contact with materials,
so relationship between the forms are really

and fast. Maybe with using masks we can show the truth” Derko
says.
“Unfortunately, there are many limited source to study on
Mobarak in comparison with Del Arte or Davinci’s painting.
There is no real source about Mobarak. Everything I know about
it, are some oral things or some stories about it. Until now, I've N
found out that dramatic roots of them are the same. Both of them \
are servants, and some social circumstances and language made
them to react in the plays.” Corbone said.
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Alain Lecucq is the general
director of France Paper Theatre
Festival. He is also director of
Robinson Crusoe theatre which
is supposed to perform on Friday.
This is a modern theatre which is
introduced to Iranian audiences
as a Buropean traditional one. We
had a short interview with him
about his play and paper theatre
techniques.

What is the technique of
Robinson Crusoe puppet show?
This is the paper theatre and we
only work paper theatre.

What is your definition of paper
theatre?

Paper theatre is the meeting point
of three arts; storytelling, puppet
-show and theatre. Storytelling
because we narrate a story, puppet
show because we have puppets
and move them and theatre
because we perform a play live.
Do you have any workshop for
paper theatre during the 13
puppet show biennale?

Yes. We decide to teach paper
theatre around the world because
we found out there are a few
people who have learned it.
Especially we want to teach it for
theatre family.

Tell us about Robinson Crusoe
play?

Robinson was produced in 2007
for children and young adults.
The play is the famous story of
Robinson Crusoe. We had two
goals; first was performing a
play and another one is making
audiences acquainting with paper
theatre as a traditional work.
Meanwhile, we used modern
techniques and methods in
performing. This is not a modern
theatre but still we used modern
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effects in its performing. We used
19" century’s papers to make it.

I have a collection of books they
were published in 19" century.
Then we copied them and worked
with those photocopies. Our final
target was to familiarize audience
with paper theatre very priority.
What other countries that the
play was performed at there?
Many many times in France and
also in other European countries.
In some of other countries like
Mexico, USA, Cuba and ...we
have performance t0o.

And what about Asia?

No, never we have performed it in
Asia and this is the first time that
Robinson Crusoe is performed in
Asia.

Is paper theatre a house
theatre? I mean because of the
way of performing it.

That was a house theatre and it
had been produced for houses
traditionally. Today, they are
produced for 60 to 100 audiences.
Robinson Crusoe has 60 to

80 audiences and this is much
closed with them. Because of
storytelling, the nature of paper
theatre must be close with
audiences. If it will be far there is
no relationship between theatre
and audiences because in paper
theatre we never use microphones.
What are the heights of your
puppets?

20 centimeter for maximum but
they are generally between 15 to
20 cm.

Tell us about the workshop
which you held in Iran. Do you
decide to travel here again and
how do you consider students’
work?

Coming to Iran is always a great
enjoyment. I was really surprised
when the first time I came to Iran
and saw talented students of this
country. After I saw that they are
really interested in these kinds of
puppets, I decide to be there much
more than before. As you know
in a two day-workshop there only
be a time for being familiar with
paper theatre not more than it, if
we want to learn more we have to
have at least 15day-wrokshop.
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