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The 7th International Puppet Theater Festival Tehran

Bulletin 5

("] Punch

Punch is an English puppet theatre
character survived from Commedia
dell’Arte tradition. In 17th century he
entered London together with his
cousin Pulcinella in Italian troupes. He
was a marionette who swazzled and
played a clown. In 19th century he
created his own street comedy
manipulated by Punch specialists.

(] Judy

Judy has been Punch’s wife since
17th century. At first, she was a
grumbling woman causing fights with
Punch. In the beginning of 19th century,
she became cdlmer. She’s been the first
victim of Punch’s cudgel and is the only
female character in English puppet
theatre.

("] The Little Red Fish

(Iran)

There is a bold and curious fish which
lives in a small narrow river where he
is always attacked by an enemy. Finding
a way to run away from the river, he
strives to convince other fish to swim in
the direction leading to the sea. The
proposal is opposed by the other fish
and the more he insists...

« 23 =

(] UNIMA Puppets
(Iran)

Rokhsareh Bahadori, the playwright
and the director, is studying Dramatic
Arts in Sooreh University. She has
brought together lots of puppets from
different nationalities to demonstrate
the international brotherhood of all
men and their puppets.

(] The One Who Said Yes, The
One Who Said No
(Iram)

Written by: Bertolt Brecht
Directed by: Rowshanak Rowshan

A child sets off in search of a medicine
necessary for treating his mother. In the
first part, he lags behind the others in
the journey and consents to be hurled
into a valley. This becomes a custom.
But in the second part...

("] Reminiscences of the Past
Written and Directed by: Fariba Daliri

The play is a show of various Iranian
traditional marriage ceremonies in 5
districts of Iran; i.e., Tehran, the North
of Iran, Khorasan, Azerbaijan and
Kurdistan. The show includes folklore
dances in addition to the ceremonies of
Hanabandan, Taking the Khondjeh, etc.
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The 7th International Puppet Theater Festival Tehran

G g gl S 1o a
English Translators: Soheil Khodaparasti
and Farah Yeganeh

(] The Last Six International
Puppetry Festival - Tehran
The Fifth

32 groups took part in Tehran Fifth
International Puppetry Festival held
from 5th to 10th of Sep. 1994. 26
groups were from Iran and six from
America, Spain, Bulgaria, Greece,
Kazakhstan and China. There was also a
seminar on "The position of puppetry in
the field of dational and world show".

("] Tiri Tomba

(Greece)

Tiri Tomba theatre was founded in 1984
and has developed the art since then.
Tiri Tomba has had many performances
in Greece and other countries. This
troupe originated in Wroclaw, Poland.
It has also gained experiences in such
countries as Britain, France, Czech and
Germany. Based on these experiences,
the group led a research about the
comic elements of puppet theatre. 20
shows written by the troupe have been
staged. Its performances addresses both

- 24 -

children and adults.

Turkmanistan
Theatre

State  Puppet

Doing Good In Return For Doing Evil

A little boy finds a box by chance.
Burning with curiosity, he opens the box
although he knows he must not touch
things that do not belong to him. A
snake comes out and coils around the
boy’s neck. He is surprised by the
snake’s choking him since he himself
freed the snake long-confined to the
box. The boy tells the snake: "I have
done good to you, why are doing evil to
me?" The snake, due to its long
confinement to the box, with nothing to
eat, says that there is no good but evil
in this world...

From the Training school to
t4
the Altar

The reasons why puppets can touch
the hidden cords of our hearts are
numerous but the most important
reasons are the supernatural and the
psychological ones.

"Sirppasivori Asp" talks of his
relationship with the puppets; that is,
the same relationship created during the
performance.
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