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Message of Dr. Khosrow Neshan, Director Gen-
eral of the 10th International Puppet Festival

The puppet's voice is the animated voice of
mankind. How astonishing is the magic created
by the imagination which, along with the animat-
ing nature of art, is strengthened ten-fold to dis-
play the intellect, whether in a muffled word in
the throat, or in a loud and clear voice.

In the world of the puppets, the puppet has feel-
ings. He understands and seeks to be understood
and these are manifested through motion and
melody.

Puppets abound with love and desire for exist-
ence.

We seek to overcome ignorance so that we can
comprehend the concealed and untold stories of
all causes and effects and human relations in life.

The puppet has always been in search of truth,

but here is where the mystery of this art lies: it
knows neither wickedness nor untruthfulness.

In the art of puppetry, allegorical themes por-
tray in a light manner the deeper themes of human
life and existence. The colorful and imaginary
world of puppets is transformed into reglity and
receives a permanent place in spectators' mirfds,

leaving with them a deeper impact.

On the auspicious inauguration of the 10th In-
ternational Puppet Theatre Festival (Tehran
Mobarak), I extend my heartfelt congratulations.

A jovial gathering of this kind held under the
auspices of artists, authorities and intellectuals as
well as the entire puppet family of Iran will surely
help spread the message of peace and friendship
throughout the world.

our, Deputy Secretary of 10th International Puppet

barak (UNIMA)

Truth and Falsity struggle with each other. Teach
them that in the world of dreams, truth shall tri-
umph over falsehood and good over evil so that
they will learn to take the sufferings and hard-
ships of daily life. Show them the resurrection,
the inferno. Show them happiness and Paradise,
and make them believe that they will be in
today's visible matrix for just a short time just
like our puppets."

The young master, a ghost-like shadow who
has been staring at his master for some time
without taking his eyes off him, glances at the
shadowy puppets of people who are on the edge
of being and not being all the time and becomes
all ears again. "You shall sit at the poor man's
table and there pretend that you are partaking
of a kingly feast. Treat them with respect so that
they will believe your speech, your words and
your actuations when you are playing at
night.You shall be invited to palaces. There pre-
tend that you are satisfied. Pretend that the
kingly feast which you have partaken will not
make you speechless and treat your audience —
the King — in a way that he would be conceived
as being your superior. At night pretend that your
wealthy audience is those naive villagers and
do not let their glory and magnificence change
your word in their favor. Be the servant of truth
and prefer to serve the truth than to serve the
master."

The master falls silent and gazes into the eyes
of the young master, after which he puts out the
light of the sacred lamp. Both are now illumined
by the moonlight, the eternal light of shadow play
in this world. The magic of their meeting and the
echo of their dialogue spread throughout the

world.

"Now break up the silence and tell me if you
are ready to be the truthful performer of man's
stories. Are you ready to use all your power,
imagination and creativity to bringing joy and
consolation to your audience? If your answer is
yes, then I will be obliged to write the mystic
word of "Ong"3 on your tongue with sweet
honey so that your tongue will be sweet and
truthful. The young master, the performer of the
magic shadows who is on the threshold of a
world of mysteries, pauses, and relishing the
joy of his commitment, tells the old master that
he accepts. Yes, I am ready for the service which
you have envisioned for me for many years. And
tonight, the old master, with his shaking hand
dips a brush a small bowl of honey and writes
the word "Ong" on the young master's tongue.
Then on the sky screen under the moonlight and
with the music of stars the eternal shadow play
begins and the world's minstrels begin to sing
in chorus Khayyam's Persian song, the lyrics
of which follow:

There was a door to which I found no Key
There was a veil past which I could not see
Some talked a little of Me and Thee
There seemed to be...and then there was
no more of THEE and ME.

1 Dalang means Master

2 Indonasian shadow play

3 In Indonisian traditional performances, It
is costumary an apprentice gains masterhood
after gaining years of experience and many words
inscribed on his tounge3 Dalang means Master



Message of Ahmad Masjed-Jame'i, the Culture
and Islamic Guidance Minister's to the 10th In-
ternational Puppet Festival

The puppet, our ever-accommodating friend,
has opened for us a world of tales and dreams
that give us the chance to revert to the sinless
world of child fantasy. This creature of the hu-
man imagination has been artistically vivified
on stage to remind us of our innocent days of
childhood. Puppets have become the most con-
venient tool with which to assuage the bitter
realities of life by allowing us to plunge into
the ocean of tales and fiction, forget the live
dramatic arts as well as fish

-for the immeasurable pearls of knowledge
and life in the world of the imagination.

Puppet festivals, presented in cosmopolitan

The puppet is a reflection of the innocent and
untainted desire of people to create a more beau-
tiful world and the puppet theatre is nothing but
an offshoot of this innocent and untainted desire
as shown in the finest puppets created by artists. It
is amazing how these colorful figures and simple
images impress so deeply an audience and drives
it crazy. And, how wonderful it is to find selfless
artists burning with love for people, their joys and
sadness, causing the sunshine of wisdom to shine
over the dark stage of human existence no dusk
can extinguish. It is perhaps this everlasting im- |
pression that puppets leave with their audience
that is the key to the endless joy that the art of
puppetry brings to the world of reality..

‘When puppets come to life before people's eyes
and start to speak and act, the complexities and
difficulties of this global art becomes obvious in a
very simple and intimate way.

No doubt the magical and astonishing impres-
sion that puppets create is the reason why people
continue to rush to see puppets perform and mimic
life. We must never forget that artists working with
puppets are closest to society. This festival is an
opportunity to honor not only the fascinating and
luminous world of puppets but also the brains
behind their realistic portrayals. At the start of an-
other colorful season of puppet performances, let
us greet all our artists and organizers a warm hello,
wishing them success and happiness from God as
they continue to pursue their art.

I cannot think of anything more worthy of
praise for making this 10th International Puppet
Festival a reality than the devotion of the partici-
pating artists and their labor of love.

motifs like this one, give contemporary audi-
ences a wonderful opportunity to calm their
troubled souls. Reminding us of our innocent
days of childhood, the puppet becomes the link
that binds all of our moments of existence to
our innate nature so that we can re-experience
our bygone days of childhood, fly to summits
of innocence, and re-tell and re-hear lost stories
along the way.

It is my distinct honor to welcome all guests,
domestic and foreign to this 10th International
Puppet Theatre Festival in Tehran and hope that
this event which is now formally opened will
attain its lofty aims.

Message of Behrouz Qaril
Festival and the Head of

Shadow plays and shadowy puppets are like
watching ghosts under the glimmering light of
the sacred lamp. They are silent, waiting for
Dalang1, the old master to finish his conversa-
tion with the young master. From sunrise to the
rising of the moon, these two sit face to face,
one speaking the other silent, one the Master
and the other the Apprentice. One is old and
experienced, the other on the threshold of en-
tering into a world force upon him but with many
attractions: the world of shadowy puppets and
Vayang Colit2. The old master repeats his old
lesson to his disciple son. "You will share in the
people's grief and sorrows, you will share in their
happiness. You will be their confidante, their
intimate guide. They will invite you to their
weddings, to the funeral ceremonies of their
loved ones. Then you will either cheer them up
or console them. You are the performer. You
must not lie. You will bring objects to life like
living creatures on death screens, morbid screens
and on ghost screens. You will grant them a tem-
porary life and without taking one's hand you
shall act in a way as if you have taken a child's
hand from darkness into the light which is vis-
ible only to you. You shall walk through dreamy
alleys of human imagination. Remember that all
of your audiences are like your children. You
shall take them from the mundane world to the
lasting world of the imagination. Then because
you are the master and the guide, you must know
the way. You must know the dream world. You
must be able to take them back to Earth, to their
homes and their lives. After taking this imagi-
nary journey, you will take your fancied sleep
walker with you to the land where Good Evil,
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Festival, Mobarak



