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An Interview with Manuel Costa Dias, the director of a variety of puppets (Trul¢)

Who's The manipulator

Manuel Costa Dias
has been living with the
Puppets for almost 30
years; with their strings,
bodies and colours ... He,
himself says that voices
inspire creativity in him.
And this is reflected in
the name of his puppet
group: "Trulé".

Thrulé, the voice of
the Portuguese dram in
the Show called
"Roberto" (a traditional
Portuguese puppet) 1s at
the same time the name
of his group consisting of
2 performers: himself
and another manipulator
named "Grotrud pastor"
Since a Costadias is a
professional puppeteer
in Roberto puppet shows
, we have a look at this
play that was staged during
Tehran's puppet festival.

Al though you didn't
bring with yourself the tra-
ditional puppet of Portugal
called '""Roberto'" but the
way you manipulate other
puppets shows that you're
a professional Portuguese
puppeteer. I Know that in
Roberto puppet Shaw, the
puppeteer is present with-
out any mask and even at
some moments gets
through the play and takes
a role in it. In these kind of
plays the manipulator gets
detached from its human
body and enters the world
of imagination and plays
with it.

Do you Know what's the
philosophy behind "Roberto"
puppet show? The Show is an
imitation of life with out cur-
tailing the imagination. This is
an important point which I
have learnt from the technique
you mentioned.

Roberto's world is a world

of imagination inspired by the
Portuguese life but has lots of
other things that we don't see
in Portugal itself.

There's also a kind of
originality in Roberto's
voice that could be seen in
yesterday's performance.
All the puppets came to life
through voices. At first
there was only silence, but
later on ...

It's exactly as what you
said. Maybe it's interesting for
you to know that I make a lot
of my puppets based on mu-
sic. I mean when there's still
nothing, and nothing has been
made yet ... I listen to music
and afterwards the form the
puppets should be comes to
my mind. This is an important
stage in my work. Since I'm a
manipulator, the body's form
of the puppet is so important
for me.

Because in this style
(manipulation of puppets
on stage) there's more in-
timacy between the pup-

pets and the puppe-
teers, especially physi-
cally. In your puppet
play '"Trulé" there is a
beautiful moment in
which your gesture as
a manipulator comes
along with the puppet's
gesture and both make
a single picture.

You mentioned an in-
teresting thing. Actually in
these 30 years which I did
puppet show my main
question in life was that
"Do I manipulate the pup-
pets or do they manipulate
me?"

One day in Portugal,
when we had a play on
stage a small boy among
the seated spectators in
the first row asks his
mother: "Why do these
small puppets move faster than
the big ones. I like the small
ones more." But what he
meant by the big puppet was
me and that comment was
quite interesting.

There is another inter-
esting thing in your puppet
show: I noticed a tendency
in your puppets towards the
figure of traditional and clas-
sic puppets. In your puppet
show the body and forms of
the puppets are more impor-
tant than their faces.

This is because I think pup-
pets are somehow live crea-
tures that I need to concen-
trate more on their body. Look
at the Arab puppet women
who wear a chafiye.

The same is noticed
when a cat puppet is ma-
nipulated by your hand and
your hand shapes most of
his body.

O yes, it's my hand that ac-
tually shapes the puppet cat or
we could say an imaginative
cat which is born out of me.?




Massimo Schuster:

Puppet show is

about reality

Massimo Schuster,President of
UNIMA answered some questions at a
press conference held on wendsday.
Schuster pointed out that UNIMA was one
of the oldest puppet institutions in the world
that holds a congress once every for years
in one of its member countries.

He, who was this year appointed as the
president of UNIMA from Croatia told to the
reporters: "UNIMA's activities is not just lim-
ited to puppet theatre."

Shuster expressed hope to help other art-
ists in the world in order to let them commu-
nicate with each other and change their ideas
and experiences. He added: "My speciality is
in art between Iranian artists and foreign art-
ists." Shuster mentioned that it was his first
time to come to Iran and stressed that build-
ing a healthy relationship between traditional
and modern puppetry is a problem in all coun-
tries and advised: "It's our artists responsibil-
ity to open the closer doors to our minds and
hearts and show us new horizons."

Massimo gave some explanation about the
solo performer puppet shows and said: "Per-
forming this kind of play requires a high tech-

nique and ability and what is important in
these kind of plays is the relationship formed
between the puppeteer and his puppets."?

At the end of the conference Schuster
noted: "Puppet show is about the real life and
reality and this genre is comprehensible in all
nations especially these plays which also use
slogans."

Massimo Schuster watched the puppet
play "Your name on the moon" directed by
Maryam Moini and was so impressed by it.
He told to the reporters: "The play was so
professional and it can be staged in different
countries. The interesting thing was the kind
of relation formed between Modernization
and tradition. There is a kind of femininity in
the play."

Speaking about his opinion towards the
other plays, Schuster said: " The plays are so
similar to those performed in Europe. The
plays are mostly based upon the films and
shows shown on television especially Walt
Disney animations.

Answering a question about Tehran he
said: "It's a big and polluted city with a lot of
population.?

Iran's theatre is so varied and diverse

The press conference of the play "Aladin
and the magical lantern "a work by Azerbaijan's
puppet group was held yesterday at Beethoven
Hall. Rahman Rahim Omar, the director of this
play commented on his different performances
of this puppet show in various festivals and
said: "In the same way that we have a lot of
common interests with other countries our
plays especially puppet plays have a lot in com-
mon like the play of Pahlavan Kachal (Punch
and Judy)"

He, then pointed to a controversial issue
and added "Our government does not look at
theatre as a means of income, therefore the
money gained by staging different plays is spent
on the theatre itself and its promotion and de-
velopment. But our government gives so much
attention to children's theatre and puppet shows
and that's why the most investment is done in
this area."

In Rahim Omar's opinion children's mental

breeding is in puppet theatre and this form of
art is supposed to make children think."

Following this press conference, the Turk-
ish director of the traditional play of "Qare Guz"
answered some question about this traditional
Turkish play and explained "This is a traditional
shadow play that arrived in Turkey at 1517
from Egypt and consists of four stages. "The
starting, the dialogues, the interaction and the
end"?

Answering a question about modernization
of the play he said" I tried to modernize the
details but Qare guz has some abstract adven-
tures and all these require shadow in the per-
formance technique".

At the end he added that Iran's theatre was
so varied and diverse and praised the efforts
by Iranian puppeteers in using and prevailing
different techniques in puppetry said: "If Ira-
nian excert enough effort in this area they would
for sure be successful.
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