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MOBARAK
UNIMA

But Petrushka eats up the fish. After some other
events, Petrushka feels bad and thinks he is dying.
Exterminating Angel arrives and orders Petrushka
to lie down a box. Petrushka resists and says he
doesn’t know how to get into the box, he suggests
Exterminating Angel to teach him how to do that.
But when the angel does it, Petrushka closes the door
and throws the box away! ...

It’s a fascinating Russian story which is performed
by Petrushka. The important point is the interaction
of audiences with the play. While the show is
developing, audiences call to puppet characters and
they come out of the tent. In another part of the play
audiences call Petrushka to keep him awake. In this
way, the spectators follow the story with a special
enthusiasm.

Mr. Samaylov then asked the attendants to perform
the play. Of course he had brought four puppets out
of eleven which perform in the main play: Petrushka,

their own country,” Trudeau asserted.

He said that the major part of UNIMA’s last year
budget went for compiling the Encyclopedia, but
this year the union is supposed to benefit various
commissions from it.

Trudeau announced that the next sessions
of UNIMA will respectively be held in Russia,
Netherlands, Canada and China.

Explaining on his responsibilities, he said: “One

Matrushka, the fish and Exterminating Angel. The
puppet went among people, was touched and seen
closely. The tent was consisted of a waistband with
four rods which connect to performer’s waist. A
circle is installed above the rods and a tent stuck to
the rod is hanging from it. There’s a hole in the tent
where puppets come out.

One of the attendants volunteered to perform
the play. Other attendants participated at the show
as well. The scene turned to a vegetable and fruit
market. Meanwhile,

Samaylov played music and attracted the attentions
to the market. Attendants shouted Petrushka!
Petrushka! Petrushka! With a red shirt and pointy hat,
blonde hairs, cream colored belt and green trousers,
the puppet came out and began to perform.

After the show, Samaylov answered the questions
of attendants. On the wood material used in making
the puppets, he explained: “The kind of wood which
I made my puppets with is leepa. There are some
grooves on this tree which makes the impression
of puppet’s face more natural. It is just grown in a
special region of Russia.”

Talking about fantasy theater of Petrushka, he
said: “Unlike Mobarak, Petrushka is not simply an
object for entertainment. He conveys an idea and a
message. The running time of this play is up to 60
or 90 minutes, meanwhile the performer stays in the
tent and individuality performs various characters.
Sometimes he/she has to work on three puppets with
two hands.”

For making the puppets, Samaylov employs
simple tools like a card. He tries to depict mainstream
concepts and problems in his puppetry. For example,
wherever his show is being performed, the problems
of people who are living there come to fore.

Petrushka has traveled to many countries and is a
familiar stock character of Russian folk puppetry
in Europe.

of the major tasks of UNIMA’s general secretary is

providing financial sources. Since in France and
Europe there are such sources which can support
puppet theater, as the general secretary of UNIMA
I>m exploring sponsors and new financial sources.”

Trudeau referred to the 80" anniversary of UNIMA
and added: “In this celebration which is to be held
next year, the veteran artists of puppet theater will
be honored.”
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The 6" Instructing Workshop and Specialized
Session of the 12% Tehran International Puppet
Theater Festival was held on Thursday, August 14.
Vahdat Hall (7* floor) played host to the program at
10 a.m. The session was attended by Yuri Samaylov,
the Russian member of the festival’s international
competition jury board who delivered a lecture on
street puppet theater.

He began with introducing Petrushka, the national
puppet of a Russia which can be called one of the
other brothers of Mobarak. Samaylov expressed his
pleasure of coming to Iran and participating at the
instructing workshop of Tehran’s puppet Festival:
“I have tripped to many countries, but it’s my first
visit to Iran and attending a good puppet festival,”
he said.

The Russian artist described the fantasy of
Petrushka as follows: Petrushka arrives to somewhere
and starts to perform, but people there don’t welcome
him warmly and adequately. So he stops performing.
People talk to him and demand to continue his play,
but a stubborn character, Petrushka doesn’t care about
their request and is not to change his mind. Upset
by the response of Petrushka, a soldier in the crowd
gets closer and warns Petrushka that he should enroll
at army and do his military service. But Petrushka
says he is ill, he is the single child of his family. The
soldier grabs him from behind and wants to take the
puppet by force. Petrushka takes his stick and defend
himself. He says I can’t come with you because I'm
going to marry and points to his fiancée, Matrushka.
But the soldier insists and Petrushka resists again.
The people call his name, Petrushka! Petrushka!
and then his fiancée, Matrushka! Matrushka! In
front of people, Petrushka proposes to Matrushka.
She answers that I accept your proposal just on the
condition that you buy me costly goods including
expensive cloths, fur coat and car; In addition you
must carry me with your hands every day. Petrushka

Petrushka, t}
A Repo
g~ Session
~+ Theate

accepts but says, okay whenever there is money in
my pocket I will do that; also I’ve got a better idea
and instead of myself, I carry you on horse. A gypsy
brings an ailing horse and demands lots of money
for that. Petrushka argues with him, but finally
rides on the horse, although falls down. A medical
doctor comes out of the crowd, makes a diagnosis
and announces that Petrushka is all right. The doctor
asks for his visit fee. Petrushka stubbornly says, I'm
all right and you didn’t cure me! The doctor insists
once more but Petrushka raises his stick and hits the
doctor.

After these events, Petrushka is tired and asks his
director to feed him. The director says at first we
should make money to buy something to eat. He
begins to play music and Petrushka collects money
from the crowd. But it’s not enough and Petrushka
suggests that they go fishing. When they catch
fish, director recommends they feed people too.

Encyclopedia of World Puppet
Theater to be Published

General secretary of UNIMA, Jacques Trudeau
announced that Encyclopedia of World Puppet
Theater in French will be published until February
or March. The press conference of Mr. Trudeau
was held in the auditorium of City Theatre.

At the beginning of session, he said: “After
a meeting in Australia, my travel to Iran is
my fourth official visit as general secretary of
UNIMA. The major objective of UNIMA is to
elevate puppet theater in the entire world. We
have tried to arrange official biennial sessions
with puppet artists, board of directors and
members of UNIMA.”

“Puppet theater is always in changing process,
so holding these sessions is absolutely necessary.
UNIMA (Union Internationale de la Marionnette)
was established in Prague in 1929 and next year
is the 80" anniversary of this union,” Trudeau
added.

He then referred to the members of UNIMA
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and said: “The union has 18 members in the
executive board and each of them is responsible
for a commission. From the other hand, there are
103 members who are eligible to vote.”

Trudeau also pointed to other commissions
including publication and scientific researches:
“At scientific researches which is managed by
a Chinese expert, several researches on puppet
theater are underway.”

Announcing the news on the publication of
Encyclopedia of World Puppet Theater, he said:
“The Encyclopedia is to be printed until February
or March in French. In this work, each of the centers
should provide information on the puppet theater of
their country. In Iran Mr. Behrooz Gharibpour has
edited necessary information.”

“The Encyclopedia has more than 800 pages
and 300 hundred contributors provided collected
information. It is to be translated in French and other
UNIMA centers can translate it to the language of
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