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An Interview with Loris Cheknevarian

One day, I hope to write the

whole life of Rostam as an Opera

The most prominent
and outstanding perfor-
mance of  Loris
Cheknevarian in the past
few years were those
based on literature.

"The Opera of Rostam
and Sohrab", "Shirin and
Farhad", "Khosrow and
Shirin" and "Othello" are
some plays and stories
which Cheknevarian has
chosen them to perform.

Before you had heard
"The Opera of Rostam
and Sohrab" and now it's
the time to hear and watch
it as a puppet play.

Let's hear some words
from Cheknevarian about
this opera.

It seems that you're
interested in Iran's
myths and literature.

My father escaped from
Stalin's prison and my mother
from Turkey's massacre. Both
migrated to Iran and I was born
in Brujerd. Whether I liked it or
not I grew up hearing the sto-
ries of "Rostam and Sohrab"
and "Shirin and Farhad" and for-
tunately I came to love them and
be fond of these kind of tales.
Now also, as an Iranian com-
poser I have a special feeling
towards them. I had read
"Rostam and Sohrab" a lot of
times in German and English but
I never thought by myself that
writing its opera was such a dif-
ficult task.?

Why?

Because it took me almost
five years to write this opera. I
never thought to succeed in fin-
ishing it and achieving my goal
but now looking at the result I
feel so happy. In order to write
this opera I read a lot of books
about mourning ceremonies,
Zurkhane (a traditional Iranian
sports club for performing es-
pecial and traditional sport) and

Taziye (a special Iranian play
that can be somehow trans-
lated as a passion play) I wrote
the opera eight times form be-
ginning up to end and it was at
the 8th time that I decided to
finish it out of fatigue and "im-
patience to have it completed
finally. And now I'm happy to
know that it's going to be per-
formed with Mr. Gharib-pour's
puppet play.

Did you change some
parts of the opera knowing
it was going to be performed
with a puppet play?

No, about one year ago that
Mr. Gharib-pour informed me
about his puppet play we started
the recording. The work is per-
formed by Armenia's Orches-
tra Philharmonic and the opera
is the same written opera with-
out any changes.?

And what about the po-
ems? Have you chosen
them by your own?

Almost all the poems in the
play are at the same time in the
opera itself. Most of the story
is narrated in the opera but in

choosing the poems I was
not alone and had the help
of my friends who were
masters in literature.?

If you were sup-
posed to write this op-
era for Mr. Gharib-
pour's puppet play How
different would it be
with the present opera
that you have written?

For sure there would
be some differences. The
beauty of art is that any-
one can have his or her
own interpretation form
art. I can have two differ-
ent interpretations of
something at two differ-
ent moments and this is as
if you commission 10
composers to make 10
plays based on "Rostam
and Sohrab". I can not tell for
sure that what I have done was
good enough or no but I can say
that this opera is in harmony with
the puppet play.

What attracted you to
choose this story among all
of the other stories in
Shahname (a literary work by
Ferdosi, a prominent Iranian
poet). Shahname is full of this
kind of stories.

The dramatic aspect of the
story was interesting for me, the
same as the plot and charac-
ters. This legend is so compre-
hensible and sensible. Allinall I
can not tell specifically what I
like or what I didn't like in
Shahname but simply I have
always had a special feeling to-
wards this story and reviewed
italot of time.

I have always loved roman-
tic and especial stories and plays
and that's why I hope one day
to write the whole life of Rostam
as an opera. I think this can be
achieved through five or six
separate and independent op-
eras.




Massimo Schuster, President of
- UNIMA is one of the visitors at this
~ year's puppet festival, Tehran
~ Mobarak. He is fascinated by
. Mobarak and liked the Iranian plays
- which he has seen but believed that

~ Iran has not yet lifted any step to
introduce its puppets to the world .we have an
interview with him about Mobarak and
Tehran's current puppet festival:

This year's puppet festival is named
""Tehran, Mobarak' and I think this pup-
pet character (Mobarak) has nothing less
than some famous international puppets
such as Punch and Judy or Garaguz in its
character and age. As the current presi-
dent of UNIMA, what do you think can be
done to introduce this puppet to all the
world and register it in UNIMA?

I'm personally interested in the traditional
form of puppet play because I think the method
of puppet theatre has been originated from its
traditional form. The only way to save the tra-
ditional puppet play is to adapt it with modern
life. If we don't approach puppet plays through

the traditional way, you can be sure that after
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some time we should give our puppet theatre
to museums.

We know by experience that the only way
to update the puppet theatre is to let it have
some interchanges with different cultures oth-
erwise puppet theatre will very soon be forgot-
ten and then it would join the museums. For
sure puppets can't get introduced to the world
by their own therefore this is a responsibility on
our shoulders. UNIMA and I can not do any-
thing to introduce Mobarak to the world unless
you Iranians find a way to introduce it. Other-
wise if even we introduce Mobarak to UNIMA
and put it beside other famous and worldwide
well known puppets there's no use.

Anyway I have to say that Mobarak has
got lots of unknown aspects and has the gift
and power to be known internationally. I hope
you Iranians would achieve your goals and
wishes.

How much did you know about
""Mobarak'' before coming to Iran?

We are not so familiar with this puppet
character and I must admit that I was just fa-
miliar with its appearance and face but during
my stay in Iran I came to know other aspects
and characteristics of this puppet. I think lack
of enough information about this puppet is the
cause for why it is so isolated.

In Europe puppets are well known and this
is just because the interaction between differ-
ent cultures. For example China has organized
some programs to introduce its puppet play in
the world especially in European countries, and
I think for an Asian country such as China which
has a limited relationship with Europe this is the
best way to introduce its traditional art.

Iran is admirable not only in puppetry but
also in other areas. For example in these few
days I have seen some pictures taken from
the current puppet festival and the plays per-
formed, that were really gorgeous, but unfor-
tunately Iranian photographers are not well
known to the world.

I think the most important feature in
Mobarak is its satire especially when he con-
verses with other characters especially the
king. Mobarak is just like other puppets and is
a brother to all the puppet characters in the
world. I am at present working on an ency-
clopedia about all the puppets in the world and
Mr. Gharib-pour is to help me in compiling the
information about Iranian puppets and puppet
characters. And I think this is a big step to
introduce Mobarak to puppet play lovers
around the world.
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