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arrived from somewhere else to Europe and is not
that much congruent with European morals.

Following the session, Werner Hierzer
explained on the techniques employed in their
puppet making: “The faces of puppet are made
by Wood, but it can be replaced with polyester.
Of course at the time of molding, the weight of
polyester should be accessed,” he said.

“Puppeteering is like driving and playing
music, when you learn it, you should forget it and
imagine yourself at that position of puppet. Before
talking, the puppet must breathe. Even the strings
should be forgotten, at first we must be concerned
for the breathing and talking of puppets. The most
important part of puppet’s body is the head which
gives the object a life. Through a piece of wood,
the strings are connected to the hands and heads
of marionettes. One of the key points in puppet
making is the weight of their feet, because if the
feet become heavy, it cannot move well. In this
case we make two slits in the thigh of puppet.

He then invited the attendants to visit the
backstage of the play Magic Flute. The crew and
puppeteers were really working progressively
and carefully. A perfect lighting system has been

Dreams and Nightmares

eil van der Linden

performed with a high technique. The Dutch artist
added that in terms of new methods and techniques
of puppet theater, Netherlands is no different from
other European countries. It can be said that in all
European and other countries in the world, a kind
of unity in methods and techniques is observable.

Since van der Linden has attended some editions
of theater festivals in Iran, he has seen many plays
by Iranian directors which amounts to more than
fifty plays in Fadjr International Theatre Festival
and five puppet shows. “The plays like Rostam
and Sohrab puppet opera are so progressive, at
the same time as are faithful to Iranian traditional
puppeteering and puppet theater,” he said.

“One of the other Iranian good puppet shows is

designed for the show and the set is organized in
a way which has two front and back parts. It is
made of cloth, wood and polyester. In some parts
which are to be lighted, some grids have been
installed to pass the light and make the set more
natural. The backstage is consisted of some parts
which are portable.

The strings made for Magic Flute marionettes
are longer than usual, which make them much
difficult to work. But from the other hand they
are freer to move on the set. The strings are as
same as those which are used for fishing. The
puppeteers of Austrian troupe exactly showed
that how the movement begins from the puppet’s
head and then shifts to its body.

The music of Magic Flute play is based on
the masterpiece of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
The producer has bought the right of opera and
they have made it a little shorter for their puppet
show.

When education combines with practice, a
delightful experience is created. Something which
until now has happened in the third and fourth
workshops through experiencing with Italian and
Dutch puppets.

Hassan and the Path beyond the Mountain. This
work also treats an Iranian traditional theme and
the majority of its satires and humor is created
through improvisation on the scene. As I know, it
is inspired by Mobarak and presents a new version
of this character,” van der Linden added.

Elaborating on the legends and folklore,
he said: “Because of their imaginary aspect,
legends can be related to puppets in human
mind. They can easily manifest our childhood
dreams or nightmares: whether in the earlier
expressionist films like Dracula and Dr. Faust
or Russian expressionist films or those made
by Tim Burton, no matter human or puppet is
acting. For this reason I’m sure the whole world
is expecting Burton’s new film, an adaptation
of Alice in Wonderland which is to be screened
next year. Like myths and legends this film is
also imbued with imagination and fantasy.
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Puppets Take Breath

A Report on the 4™ Specialized Session
of the 12" Puppet Theater Festival

“Puppeteer must imagine himself/herself in the
position of puppet, must look through the eyes
of puppet, talk and breathe instead of puppet.
Puppeteer must also think on behalf of the puppet.
The hands and feet of puppet should not move
without a purpose. All the movements should
be purposeful,” said Werner Hierzer, Austrian
director of the puppet play, Magic Flute at the 4"
Instructing Workshop and Specialized Session of
Tehran Puppet Theater Festival on August 13.

Having been performed with a high technique
and accompanied by rich Austrian music, the play
captivated many audiences. The puppets of this
show have been made with utmost precision and
knowledge of details, with beautiful faces, elegant
hairs and magnificent costumes. The set of the
play is not stable, actually its elements move

It’s the first time that Neil van der Linden
participates at Tehran International Puppet Theater
Festival-Mobarak, but he has previously come to
Iran four times as the guest of Fadjr international
theater and music festivals. His main specialty is
not puppet theater, nevertheless he is working on
dramatic arts, music and their relations. Earlier,
van der Linden has participated at several festivals
in Morocco, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, India,
Pakistan, Turkey, etc.

The Dutch artist has been invited to the 12"
Tehran Puppet Theater Festival with his play, frog.
In the 1% Instructing Workshop and Specialized
Session held on the first day of Festival van der
Linden made a speech on puppet theater in China,
Netherlands, Indonesia and the Middle East.

On the key dramatic characters in Netherlands,
he said: “Certainly you have heard about the
English play, Punch and Judy. 1t is centered on
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and change. The director, who is also the light
designer, has competently used this expressive
element.

It’s the second time that Werner Hierzer,
the founder of Marionette Theatre Schloss
Schénbrunn ensemble participates at an Iranian
festival. On the historical background of puppet
theater in Austria, he said: “This dramatic form
is so ancient in Austria. During her life, Maria
Theresa (the powerful Queen of 19" century
Austria) an opera hall was founded adjacent to
the palace. Consequently, opera gained so much
importance and popularity. As a result puppet
theater was also performed. But such a precious
foundation burnt and destroyed and now just a
few evidences have remained there. In Austria,
nearly fifteen troupes are especially working on
puppet theater, four of them in Vienna. Of course
sometimes the other theatrical groups alternatively
turn to puppeteering.”

“The brother of Mobarak in Austria is called
Casper. He is the classical and traditional puppet
of Austrian theater. Many puppets in our country
particularly after the second play mythical roles.
Austria is the land of music, so music plays an
important role in theatrical works,” Hierzer
added.

The director of Magic Flute has seen five
Iranian puppet shows at the 12 Tehran Puppet
Theater Festival-Mobarak. In his view, Iranian
puppet theater has a high quality.

One of the remarkable points about Austrian
puppets is the beauty of their faces and costumes.
Regardless of their dramatic roles, they are pretty
enough to be attractive for a five or four year
old girl. They are not comparable with puppets
in many plays whose costumes are not carefully
tailored.

The shadow puppet play is not that much usual
in Austria. As Mr.-Hierzer said, shadow play has
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Human’s Double of Childhooc}
An interview with M

two comic characters, a couple who always quarrel
with each other. Punch always complains that his
wife has not cooked well, he’s hungry and there is
no food to eat. Reciprocally Judy always nags that
her husband is late. Sometimes the couple makes
a political debate with each other and challenge
social and economic problems. We have the same
play in Netherlands called Katrin and Nicolas. It is
a traditional puppet show which is still performed
in our country, although it has paled in the course
of time. Usually these two puppet characters are
made of pottery and wood and are performed as
glove puppets.

He regarded the play, Big War- which was
showed at the workshop as a modern play







