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LOCAL AND
TRADITIONAL
PUPPETS OF IRAN

LOCAL AND TRADITIONAL
PUPPETS OF IRAN
Hunting Doll

Puppet - Player: Hassan Pour Eidian
(Neishabour)

Mr. Hassan Pour Eidian talks to us about the
Hunting Doll:

In our region, it is customary that when there is
a festivity, a circupcision or marriage ceremony,
the hunting doll arrives and enteratains the
guests.

The hunting daj| show is accompanied by the
musical instrumeny called “Do Tar™. The puppet
player who also plays the musical instrument,
holds the puppet gfrings, plays music and moves
the puppets and sjpgs simultaneously.

The hunting da}} is the puppet of the migrated
Kurds of Khorassgn. We still hear their nostalgic
songs along with the movements of their puppets
after those long years.

The snow and the rain fall, we are still
staying, stranger and wondering,

no one cares about us, we are

strangers and no one gives us promise.

Holy Emam Reza, the shrine and the
minarete, the group of pilgrims, Holy Emam
Reza ready for help...

The hunting doll is a wild goat. If it is female,
there are some kids with her, if it is male, most of
the times alone.

Mr. Pour Eidian says: “This doll is an
inheritance remained for me, it was originally my
grandfather’s. I know how to makea doll myself,
I also make wooden horse, I carve the wood and
make a horse or goat’s head, 1 make a small head
like the head of a sparrow, then I cover it with a
piece of éloth, and you should excuse me, I make
a tail for it as well. I intend to make a ram, by the
will of God, as the ram’s horms are curved, I
make ram from the horn material, along with

two or three kids running after their mother.”

I ask:

Him if the hunting doll has a tale of its own and
he answers:

Yes, it has, from long time ago. My dad had
written the tale, but I forgot to bring the write up
with me.

I ask:

Do you remember anything from the tale to tell
us?

and he says:

No, I don’t rember, but I have the paper, the
write up.

I said: “Do you know that if the paper is lost, no
one will know the tale of the hunting doll?”
He nods. 1 ask his opinion about the festival and
he answers that he has had performances
everyday and could not be able to attend the
programmes with only a part of “Sweeter than
flight” which he liked. I ask him about his feeling
being among friends and he says that he is very
glad and hopes that all friends would try to
elevate the art.

Hassan Pour Eidian is sixty years old, but
looks older. He played the hunting puppet since
he was sixteen. He teaches “Do Tar”at Guidance
Centre at Neishabour and is playing the “Tar” at
the Kurdish Centre of Khorassan Radio and
Television.
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Maryam Saadat
Director of the Puppet Show: Tumult in the Room

Maryam Saadat is a graduate of the Faculty of
Drammatic Arts, in the field of Puppet Show.
She has accummulated vast experiences in the
field of puppet show and has acted in several
puppet show both on stage and T.V. She has also
experiences in designing and making puppets.
She has directed a T.V. puppet show serial and is
presently a lecturer in the field of puppet playing.

Safir: :

Apparently the text of your play had not been
written before. Haw did you come to the present
text??

Sa’adat:

As you know I am g lecturer of the puppet show
and puppet playing at the Faculty of Fine Arts.
This text was figgt written as an outline by
Farahnaz Rezaie ape of my students. It was then
completed during jmprovisation and rehearsal.
Finally, Mandanq. Karimi, another student of
mine rewrote the whole text asa complete puppet

play. ;

Safir:

What are the advantages of this text for making it
a puppet play?

Sa’adat:

Dreams are always very imaginative, full of
fantasy pictures. In this play a child dreams and
combination of the childish world with the
dream fantasy creates suitable background for a

puppet play.

Safir:

Various puppet techniques and forms are used in
your work. Can you tell us the reasons for this?
Sa’adat:

Variety of images of child’s dream which are not
real of course is the major reason for choosing
various puppet forms and styles for this special
work. In this play the puppet with one dimension

is used for the child’s character, which is real,
two-dimension puppets for the images of the
dream, and half-mask for the mother’s character
which is closer to the real world.

Safir:

Is the result close to what you had in your mind?
Sa’adat:

Showing differences and contrasts in the two
worlds of reality and imagination is the most
important point considered in this play. I think I
have succeeded somehow in this task.

Safir:

“Tumult in the Room” is considered as a student
work. What is your comment on the work of the
students?

Sa’adat:

They really worked hard. They were very
enthusiasted in this work. They are cooperative
and excellent. Unfortunately most of them have
no close relation with professional puppet show.
Therefore in case we can create such an interest in
them, we will gain greater results.
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AMARSINGH
RATHORE
(RAJESTAN - INDIA)

Director: Sagar Bhatt
Puppet Genre: Strin Puppet
Language: Indian

An innovative piece of puppetry,
mime and dance.

Time: 10 Minutes.

Silent with music
This piece is a modified form of the Japanese
“Bun-Rako” style of the puppetry and is
presented as flow af dance movement from the
dancer to the body puppet to the string puppet
and the other way pound.

Contempeyory Themes

Time: 25 Minutes,

Hindi language
Relating their skil] to the social issues of their
times the Bhats hayg now evolved new themes for
performances, where puppets are used for
propogating messages to urban and rural
audiences. These cover areas as diverse as family
planning, literacy, banking, immunization, drug
de-addiction, health education and communal
harmony.

The Story of Amar Singh Rathore

Time: 25 Minute

Amar Singh Rathore was a Rajput chief in the
court of the Mughal emperor, Akbar. This story
is a tale of valour, friendship, treachery and
honour, told by the Bat puppeteers, with the
accompaniement of music and dance.

Amar Singh returns Victorious from a battle
to the Emperor’s court, and seeks his permission
to go back to get this new bride from an alliance
which was made during his military campaign.

Rathore is seven days late in reporting back at
court, where-upon jealous minister (Wazir)

poisions the Emperor’s ears against Rathore’s
insubordinancy.
But Amar Singh does not fall into the trap.

What News ﬁlom Seminar?
Tomorrow:

Jacque Pampanau (from France)
Mehr Contractor and G. D. Virmani (from
India)
give lectures on:

Heritage of Eastern Puppet theatre
and
Puppet Theatre Workshop
Our Appointment at 10.00 a.m. Mehrab Hall
Please be on time!

John Mccormick (from England)
gives lecture on:

Puppet theatre exchange Between
East And West

Hartmut Tofp (from Germany)
World modern puppet theatre.
Puppet theatre in Yugoslavia.
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VARIETY OF
FANTASIA

Japan
Kawasemisa

Directed By: Junji Mori
Members of partiéipation:
Yoshiya Yomampto

Junji Mori

A silent show wjph music.

History:

1982 Oct. Yoshjya Yamamoto after working
with The Takedé Marionette Theater starts his
own group toge@her with two musicians. Junji
Mori and Shuji Takahashi.

1983. First performance at Lida puppetry
Festival followed up every year since.

1986. Guest-performance at The 3rd. Scoul
International Puppetry Festival.

1987 Sep.
International Puppetry Festival.

Guest-performance at Nagoya
1988 May. Guest-performance at The National
Theater (En-Gei-Jo).

Jul.  Guest-performance at The 2nd.
International Puppet Theater Festival of the
Asia-Pacific =~ Area, sponsored by the
Government of Taiwan.

Guest-performance at Nagoya International
Puppetry Festival.

Aug. Guest-performance at Lida International
Puppetry Festival.

1989 May First Performance of “The Gullible
Dragon” at Jean Jean Theater.

Aug. Guest performance at The International
Design EXPO at Nagoya

Stage program
1. Acrobatics of puppy “Sheap”

Fantastic acrobatics performed by musician
and “Sheap”
2. The wave

A funny thing is coming up from a small box,
and...
3. “Dream of Swing” of Pierrot “Wi”

Pierrot “Wi” invites you to the world of
retrospect.
4. Zonge panic

Strang star-wars between space alien “Zonge”
and explorers.
5. The umbrella dance of monkey “Sandayu”

Monkey “Sandayu” performs the umbrella
dance to the Japanese rhythm.
6. Mirage space

Sax player and a piece of feather play on the
stage.
7. Hydra dance

0Odd dance like spider, starfish, jellyfish etc.
8. Puppy “Sheap” and baby carriage

Puppy makes a morning walk with baby
carriage.
9. Rhapsody of shepherd

Lilliput shepherd appears from small box and
starts dancing.
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SWEETER
THAN FLYING

u 4-,&.’.'*.;- — -—"J.r‘—

Two nightingaleg who are in love, live in a nest

amongst the branches of an old plane tree. A
snake swallows thei'r eggs, but one only is saved
and hatched. The father flies to find seeds but
does not return back. The mother keeps the baby
with the old tree and flies after her mate. The
plane tree raises the baby and teaches her flying
by means of its branches. Flying high in the sky
makes the baby pround of herself and thinking
that the plane tree is a bird afraid of flying, talks
to the tree of the sweetness of flight. The tree
answers “Although I like flying, my roots are in
the earth and I cannot fly.”

Days pass. The baby grows and makes nest
with its mate on the tree, bringing up children.
The children fly. They laugh at the tree which is
not able to fly with all those wings and branches.
Autumn arrives and the leaves of the tree fall
down. The chickens blame the old tree for not
flying until it lost all its branches and wings.

Finally, when by storm and strong wind, the
tree shakes all over, the birds realize this fact that

“Sweeter than flight”
R e B O S e

if the tree had flown, their nests would have beeﬁ
destroyed. Therefore; they ask the tree to stand
firm and strongso that they could fly happily and
freely.

Lyrics by: Dr. Qadamali Sarami

Music: Fariborz Lachini

Lighting: Ahmad Nassiri Nia

Designer and Director: Marziech Mahboub
Narators: Behzad Farahani, Fatemeh Motamed
Arya, Al
Maryam Sa’adat,

Omrani, Hassan Pour Shirazi,
Hamid Djebeli, Mandana
Karimi, Zohreh Behbahani, Soheila Ahmadi
Fard

Puppet players: Hassan Pour Shirazi, Soheila
Ahmadi Fard, Vida Qahremani, Setareh Kaviri,
Malihe Djafari, Samira Sherafati,
Omid Fard, Hamed,

Farahani, Shaqayeq Shahdoust

Farzaneh
Nariman Rahavad
Puppet: Glove puppet

Time: 45 Minutes

([T

Gt
;;U-g-"o-:-!%‘s-‘-f-?
Ol S 52 slo
AP Yo 0t YEGYY

3RD

INTERNATIONAL
PUPPET THEATRE
FESTIVAL OF
TEHRAN
SEPTEMBER 12.17
1991

A

u/é%.lﬂ

HINISTRV OF UI.TURE AND ISLAMIC GUIDANCE
[ —~—]

olo C.D.A.
he Center of Dramatic Arts

o



S o et

ol ipaidyfguins
Ol gmg g5 shlo
AP Yo yaiped YEGYY

3RD

INTERNATIONAL
PUPPET THEATRE
FESTIVAL OF
TEHRAN
SEPTEMBER 12.17
1991

i

MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND ISLAMIC GUIDANCE
R

’5[‘6’ C.OA.
he Center of Dramatic Arts




