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| Executive Secretary of 18" Tehran Puppet Theatre Festival - Mobarak
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In memory of the learned Artist, The late Golzar Mohammadi
What an auspicious occasion is the marriage of puppeteers’ invigorating hands and the creative and
artistic outlook of the photographer through the lens of camera and in the presence of puppets on the

stage; and how the magic of puppetry lasts through the time with the help of the art of photography. May
this union be prosperous and promising and the stages in our land be bright.
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| Photo Exhibit and competition director
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Perhaps since the very beginning of creation the desire for immortality was inside the mankind. Cave
paintings and graffiti ancient epigraphs each carries a story from ancient times with themselves.
Images may be perhaps the earliest manifestations by human for the desire to performance. Gradually,
the external manifestation of the subjective feelings and thoughts of every race and ethnicity turned
into performance art. First it began with painting and then photography brought about changes and
as performances increased and as it is a mortal phenomenon, photos turned into a means to eternize
it. Theater photography was formed approximately from the advent of photography and the photos of
operas and theaters, the staff of which are no longer with us, can testify to this history of performance.
Today in the biological renaissance of mankind named corona, the role that £lm and photos of theater
play has changed and in the end it is the photos and not us that will reach immortality.
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Certainly, phenomena for which the intention of their authors or creators is not clear for anybody, everybody will
make use of them based on their knowledge and understanding or the subject which he intends to prove. For in-
stance, cave paintings are evaluated in this regard that primitive humans painted them as a sign of domination of
their surrounding animals and they would dip an arrow inside their body, and they may be right, but | have said it
many times and once, years ago, in Sang magazine regarded these paintings and carvings as the krst photos by
mankind. Human from the very beginning felt the need to record moments, events, and whatever affected their life
inaway. In my opinion, photo, photography, flm and flmmaking came as a result of that thousands-of-year need for
recording. The advantages of this attempt is so obvious that there is no necessity nor enough time to be discussed

here. However, on the role of photography in the world of theater it should be stated that actions speak louder than
words and the photos are silent documents which facilitate proving or rejecting claims.
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Mummifed time in photo!
Itis a general, however, comprehensive topic to discuss the function of photography. It is so comprehensive that one can engage with it from many perspectives and
aspects. Nonetheless, perhaps the simplest and most practical word that comes to mind related to it is the word “record”. This word may in the Frst glance refers to
the record of a subject, a story, a place or an event. However, the most fundamental point here in this context is “record of time”. That is what exactly “André Bazin,”
the most prominent thinker in new wave French cinema, referred to. In a mysterious way of defning photography, he states, in spite of other arts, photography
doesn’t create immortality, but it mummikes the time and in this way it escapes from the doomed annihilation. This exactly relates to the subject of theater photogra-
phy which is evolved as a professional Feld. Theater photographer mummikes the time as well, however, the Fnal product of this mummikcation is a “document”.
He issues a “document” for herself, her time and perhaps for the prosperity by theater photo. On the other hand, it is worthwhile thinking on the trends in theater
photography. In this trend, we encounter a kind of photography independence that tried to sever its ties from news, analysis, writings and even media. Here the
photo assumes an independent and dialogic approach. It is as though it is the photo itself which opens a dialogue with the audience and encourage them to come to
theater. If theater photography turns out successful in doing this historic deed, it will play an important role in Ending audience and even in macro level of shaping
the culture. Nonetheless, the next point is the practicability of theater photography. Actors, directors, light and set designers and others see the theater photo. They
review their work in a separate time from the excitement in the performance. It is as though a mirror is put on the side of the stage, mise-en-scéne, lighting and even

action and reaction of the actors. In fact, they see each other and begin to evaluate the quality and strong points and weaknesses in their work. Here, it is as if the
photo replaced “criticism”. In fact, photo assumed one of its multifaceted functions which is the pathology of scene, direction, lighting, acting and etc.
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Theater photography can bring into the view of the audience and more importantly pictorial history of Iran the obvious and
disguised features of a performance. In addition to employing all the techniques in photography, a theater photographer,
to record the moments of a performance, should think of the ways in which they can, in a constructive interaction with
performance art, create a new piece by combining the two arts so that they will be able to eternize performance scenes
in a photo frame. In theater photography, all the viewpoints of staff including writer, director, set and lighting designers
and even every actor should be taken into consideration so that the form and content of that art work can be reflected
in the photos. In this view, theater and theater festival can serve the photographers who are active in this Feld and try to
participate in recording theater history of Iran. In order to make the cooperation of photography artists with theater events
more effcient and constructive, a policy should be adopted for holding these festivals as to avoid dramatic changes by
the ofkcials every year. We should not forget that every trend in the festival is related to another and photography session
is a part of the connection. In fact, photographers should notice that what points of view they are encountering during
the festival so that they share their works in accordance with that. We fnd almost every day a new event in the theater
photography and naturally this made the works of photographers more brilliant in both technique and self-esteem.
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