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This news letter is prepared through collaborat-
ion with “Mobarak UNIMA”, the World Union
Center of Puppet Players in Iran.

Colleagues: |
Marzieh Baroumand
Shahrzad Shoushtarian
Parisa Moddaress
Shadie Pour Mahdie
Forouzan Deljoye Towhidi
Donya Fannizadeh
Mojgan Parsa Moghaddam
Hamid {Djebeli
Mohsen Hassanpour
Peyman Jafari
Massoud Miamie
Mani Mir Sadeghi
Asghar Hemmat
Bahram Ali Ahmadi -
Ebrahimzadeh, Amir Esbati, Safdar Taghizadeh

. With sincere cooperation of Cyrus
and other frineds.
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equipped and held in various centers. From
university to the Institute for the Intellectual
Nourishment of Children and Young Adultsand
the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.
Fortunately, through new activities the Center
Theatre of the
Intellectual Nourishment of Childrenand Young
Adults and the Puppet Workshop of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance we

for Puppet Institute for

have great hope in future. Less talk, more action.

Introducing the Traditional Puppet Show
Ji Ji - Bi Ji

This puppet show is a traditional show of

Shiraz, which is ysually staged at festivities, “day
after marriage geremony” and “circumcision
ceremony”.

The puppets are stored either in wooden or
metal box, binded with a metal band. The
puppets are glove puppets, but with plaster made
busts. The puppet player carries the box on his
shoulder and takes the box to houses. Then by
fixing a rope on the frame work of the door of the
house, and hoisting a thick curtain, prepares for
show. He goes behind the curtain and by putting
a whistle-like thing in his mouth speaks for the
puppets.

The audience mostly children, residents of the
house and a number of neighbours, sit or stand in
the court yard enjoying the show. Most of Ji Ji -
Bi Ji stories, begin with the same similar
characters. Two old women, wearing a kind of
head scarf, carrying brooms enter from each side
of the stage, and the puppet player sings in a
comic manner:

Here they come, Here they come, the sweepers
are coming, and repeats it several times. The
story has usually a hero, who has to vanquish a
numbver of villains. The villains appear one by
one and boasting their exploits and the fighting
begins, until the hero conquers the villains by his
stick or club, hitting on their heads. The
vanquished puppet is taken out by the puppet
players and is hung on_the rope. He sings in a
rythmic manner, and prepares the next puppet.
As the play continues, the number of conquered
villains increases and at the end of the show
finishes with the victory of the hero. Thereafter
the puppet player places all the puppets in his
box.

The story of “The Bald Hero” is extinively
used by producers of Ji Ji - Bi Ji shows.
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Interview with Homa Djedikar’

Less talk, more action

Homa Djedikay is amongst the pioneers of the
“Puppet Show" art. She is a grduate of the first
course of puppet show art of the Faculty of
Dramatic Arts.

She is truly g teacher in this art, a diligent and
patient teacher, She started her career as teacher
at the Centre of Puppet Show, of the Institute for
Intellectual Noprishment of Childrenand Young
Adults, and is presently a teacher at the Faculty
of Fine Arts, School of Art and Literature of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB).

The play “Seven Exploits of Rostam” is the
result of the efforts of the students of the above
mentioned school.

Safir:

What was your motivation for choosing an epic
text for your work—?

Djedikar:

The Thousandth anniversary of Shahnameh. 1
wanted to pay my debt to Ferdowsi, this great
epic poet. I wanted to make the children and
young adults more familiar with one of the most
precious literary works of the world, the
Shahnameh Ferdowsi.

Safir:

What is the reason for combination of shadow
playing and marionette?

Djedikar:

The mythical part is shown through shadow

Director of “The Seven Exploits of Rostam”
(Haftkhan Rostam)
playing and the historical

part through

marionette for clear distinction.

Safir:

Do you use live personages as well?

Djedikar:

Yes, the narrator who narrates the story, on
traditional basis. It should be pointed that due to
some problems for finding a good narrator, all

performance were mixedupresulting undesirable

impression on the whole work and other players.

Safir:

How about other problems?

Djedikar:

My problem was the usual Festival problems,
financial problem in the first place caused great
loss. Authorities were highly busy and 1 could
not visit them easily. With all these, I succeeded
in completing the work and would like to thank
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all those in the production and administration

sections. They took a heavy load off my
shoulders.

Safir:

What is your overall comment on the Festival?
Djedikar:

The Festival is the best opportunity for exchange
of experiences. More experience creates more
hope for progress and expansion of puppet
theatre.

Safir:

What’s news about UNIMA?

Djedikar:

Almost everything is done. The statute and
regulations and by-laws are all prepared. Soon
membership forms will be distributed. UNIMA
is in fact activities

starting its through

cooperating with this Festival.

Safir:

As a lecturer, how do you evaluate the future of
puppet show?

Djedikar:

Puppet show will progress only when more
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Spain
In search of DON CRISTOBAL

Based on Spain and South Europe traditional
Tales '

Group: Libelula

Director: Julio Michel

Players: julio Michel, Juan Antonio Sanz Carlos
Musiciens: Salvador Lucio Cuesta

Antonio Lucio Gil.

Puppet: Glove Puppet

Lancuage: Spanisa - Farsi

Rate: All Ages

The main character of this traditional show
(Cristobita) js the crandson of Don Cristobal

Who is e¢pnfronted with three diferrent

situations. Iy) fact the show is comprised of three

short pieces;

— Cristobita saves a princess who has been

emprisoned jn an enchanted castle.

— Cristobitg Goes to barbershop and has a ecash

with the barher.

— Cristobitg takes part in matador matches.
The show has lots of movements with little

dialogue acgpmpanied by traditional music of

Castilla and popular

(Dolzina) originally Arabic.

musica instruments
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What News from Seminar?
Tomorrow:
BEHROOZ GHARIBPOOR (IRAN)
and
GHOTBEDIN SADEGHI (IRAN)
give lectures on:
MISE-EN-SCENE IN PUPPET THEATRE
and
SHADOW PUPPET THEATRE,
ROUND TABLE

i
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Our appointment at 10.00 a.m. Mehrab Hall
Please be on time!




Majid Sarsangui

Writer and Director of “Once Upon a Time”

Sarsangui:

I am under the opinion that the most important
element in a puppet show should be the hidden
message, or the implied connotation, to make it
illustrative by puppet show.

In “Once Upon a Time”, an Eastern fable is
brought to the modern world, i. e. the audience
feels living bath in era of metals and 20th.
Century, and thps it is required to have different
encounters witly the characters.

Thus such chgyacters as the “Champion”, “The
Negro Servant pr Mobarak”, “The King”, “The
King’s daughter” were taken from the fable and
introduced on the stage as the contemporary
characters.

Majid Sarsangui

Writer and Director of “Once Upon a Time”
Majid Sarsangui is more attached to the world of
theatre than “puppet show”.

He began his career at the “Institute for
Intellectual Norishment of Children and Young
Adults “when he was only a child.

He entered the Faculty of Arts in 1987 and
began his studies in the field of theatre.

He has produced the plays “Sizief and Death”
by Robert Merle and “There, on the other side of
speech” by himself.

Sarsangui is presently working in the capacity
of Supervisor of “Experimental Workshop of
Theatre of the Students™ in university.

The Tragedy of Yahya
(IRAN)

Horuf Show Group
Written and Pirected By:
Hamid Reza Ardalan

The Cast:

Mehdi Lotfi

Mandana Karimi

Minoo Rezakhani

Mitra Karimkhani

Zahra Jahanbeen

Nahid Sepeednameh -

Pareesa Khosravi, Foruzan Zahedbeigi, Mojgan
Parsamagham.

Assitant Director: Mitra Karimkhani
Art Director: Parisa Khosravi

Masks: Jamshid Haghighatshenas, Maasumeh
Mozaffari
Puppets: Mandana Karimi
Poster: Mozaffar Sheidai
Choreographer: Ladan Rezajui
Preparations: Amir Abedi
Time: 70
The Summery of “The Tragedy of Yahya™*
In the Land of Jews, Herod, the ruthless
sovereign kills his brother and marries the
widowed queen, Herodias. After a few years,
Herodias is taken ill. Then, Herod is inclined to
replace the sick queen with her daughter
Salome...

The Prophet Yahya denounces the marriage as
a sin... and Consequently he rises agoins’t. Herod
and the tyranpical state that he rules.

* The Koran-Arabic expression of the name John the Baptist.
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TUMULT
IN THE ROOM

IRAN

Director: Maryam Sa’adat

Author: Mandana Karimi based on an sketch
made by Farahnaz Rezaie
Puppet Players:

Donya Fanizadeh

Parisa Moddaress Sadeghi
Shadi Pourmehdi
Forouzan Deljoye Towhidi
Sina Ghalambar

Peiman Khabari

Atoussa Kheirgar

Bita Kouhzad :
Puppet production: Group work
Puppet design: Alireza Farmani
Poem and Music: Saced Zahni
Decoration: Karim Javanshir

A work by the Experimental Theatre Center of
the Students of the Faculty of Fine Arts.
the

Summary of “Tumult in

Room”

An impatient boy writes his homework in his
room. He falls as leep while writing. He dreams
that a frog comes out of the story book and is
happy to find a playmate. After the frog, other
characters come out of the story books and make
a mess in the room. The boy losing his temper
because of the tumult made in the room, helps
the frog sending back the characters into the
book and then puts the room in order once again.
Waking up he notices that the room is arranged
and mother is signing a lullaby for him.
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MOBARAIK UNIMA
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