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D The Origins of Puppet Theater and
the Tiri Tumba Players

~

) judgment is the most significant criterion to

evaluate a performance.

Puppet theater was originally an important

form of art: the game of gods; but for [j Saint Anthony’s Temptation
unknown reasons it gradually lost its Written by: John Philips

importance. TiriTumba players are a Greek

puppet troupe trying to recapture the old There is no wonder why this play has always
spirit by their original -performances. attracted puppet groups since its picaresque
Encouraged by its young audience, it has structure brings about situations offering a
been able to break away from restricting series of opposite characters. The play is ideal
traditions and has performed 18 programs for small family troupes with limited
both in traditional and modern modes. fascilities.

According to the traditional performances,
Anthony, who has spiritual struggles and

[j A puppet Experience with Children questions and doubts himself, is opposed to
the realism and the usual earthly character of

Wilf Thrust was chosen by White Chapel Art his boar. This opposition can be compared to

Gallery to act as an artist in residence for a that of Don Quixote and Sancho Panza.

primary school. He describes his experience
with children and explains how he managed

to attract children’s attention and get their D Poliszynel
active participation in creating a puppet film
about bullying and its results. He is -a well-known French puppet
theatre character survived from commedia
D The Role of Audience in the del’Arte and a cousin to Pulcinella and
Puppet Theater Punch. His origin is in Italy and was named
Cooperators of the puppet theater thus in Paris in 1360 A.D. In the 17th
century he was built as a marionette and was
In Puppet theater, a performance is a present in a lot of travelling theatrical
journey to the no-where-land of imagination, troupes.

and thus needs the active participation of an
audience who have to play his own roles. On

the whole, four roles should be given to the [j Petruska

audience. First comes his role as the

participant, fulfilled as soon as he enters the Although the origin of Petruska, the famous
theater to enjoy the performance. Second character in Russian puppet theatre is not
comes his role as the main source of known, there are evidences suggesting that it
encouragement, achieved when he is was adopted from Commedia dellArte. It
responsive to the subtle movements made by was first used in puppet shows in the
the puppeteers. Then, there is his role as the beginning of 1840s. It has appeared along
interpreter. His imagination provides the with polcinella in street comedies. These
material for the needed links, implied scenes, shows, which were accompanied with music,
meaningful relations, and personal meanings. had no texts and were performed
Finally, there comes his role as the judge. His spontaneously.

<21 .
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[j Mr. Boris Goldvsky’s Message

The Director of Obraztsov Museum

With best regards from Moscow and from
Russian people, we have brought for you a
collection of 122 puppets, which is only a
small part of Obraztsov Museum. They will
be shown to the interested people in an
exhibition in Vahdat Hall along with very
beautiful video concerts and theatrical
performances.

D Bizhan Ne’emati Sharif: puppet

constructor

He was born in 1947. He graduated from the
faculty of Fine Arts of Tehran University. In
1976, he started his activities in the Institute
for Intellectual Development of Children and
Young Adults as a puppet designer and
constructor. He says:

The reason for the success of the European
countries in the field of puppetry is their
continual work. Of course, the availability of
fascilities is a very important factor. I believe
we can do better because creativity has no
limits.

[j The Fox and the Rooster

Written by: Behrang Bashiri
Directed by: Barmak Bashiri

This puppet show, written in three episodes,

features a rooster as the protagonist who
fights against the King and tries to enlighten
others in the first episode. He struggles with
the fox and attempts to reveal the hidden
facts of life in the second one. In the third
episode...

Barmak Bashir, born in 1972, has seriously
worked in the field of puppet theatre since
1986. He has performed more than ten
shows in different festivals. It is the first time
he participates in Tehran International
Puppet Theatre Festival.

D The Robot and the Butterfly

Jamshid Akbarzadeh, the director, has
adopted the play from a story written by
Gilbens Kateh.

A scientist exhibits the recent technological
achievements in a fair. The eager visitors ask
questions and he replies. One night, a
butterfly enters the fair and talks with a robot
which has human brain. The butterfly is
attracted to the robot and ...

[j Hasani and the Black Demon
Written by: S. Rezaie
Directed by: 1. Ashrafi

Hasani, a lazy and idle boy, is forced to leave
home by his mother to learn some profession.
On his way, Hasani sees an egg, a bird and...
Ashrafi was born in 1969 and studied art for
two years. He had some part in the
production of "The Marble Pearl" and
"Pumpkin" directed by Z. Sarabi and M.
Zarrin Ghalam respectively.
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