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An interview with Ghenadi Schogolov, Russian Puppet Director

The voice of Puppets

Translator: Sheila Sasaninia

whenever we mention Russian Puppetry,
what comes to mind is the name of Obrazstov,
the master of Russian Puppetry but in this year's
puppet festival held in Tehran a play called "the
puppet bear" directed by Ghenadi Schogolov
from the public theatre of the city Saratov be-
side Olga river, in central Russia is our visitor.

This puppet show is categorized in
children's section and has a main feature
that is the simultaneous presence of the
black dressed manipulators on the stage and
a richness in image which was pleasing and
much more than our expectation.?

Russian puppetry Especially when aimed at
children reminds me of the techniques used by
Obraztsov. I mean the kind of performance that
besides the simplicity of the props used on stage
gives a lot of colour that by which the images
are developed.

You've referred to a right thing. Anyway
Russian Theatre and even the world has been
influenced by Obraztsov but speaking of our
group I can say that we have not followed a
specific style or method.

You mean for example that the simulta-
neous presence of puppet manipulators on
stage is not a permanent style of yours?

It's exactly as what you said.We at present
have about 30 plays ready for presentation in
which we use different techniques in puppetry.

What you think will be the effects of
these different techniques? When I person-
ally watch a play which gets the puppet ma-

nipulators on stage, I feel closer to the ex-
pression that puppets are the external mani-
festation of our inner selves.

This is something ,we could spend a lot of
time thinking about it, especially I myself be-
cause I work a lot with children and in fact an
important part of my life is dedicated to this
matter that if one day I was a puppet or if one
day I would become a puppet how would I walk,
move or perform?

And in other words what rhythm would
you adapt? The puppet rhythm are in rela-
tion with their body, their colour, the shape
of their eyes and even their voice. How do
you find a way to the creation of this rhythm?
During the rehearsal or after the the play-
wright is ready?

For us the rehearsal is the most important
stage of work. At the time we're doing the re-
hearsal we think most of all to our puppet's voices
and their movements. I recommend to all pup-
peteers to pay attention to their surroundings.

You seem to be influenced by the course of
puppet theatre history, especially after the 19th
century, however today there is a tendancy to-
wards returning to the 16th and 17th century
puppetry, the era in which most of the puppets
didn't have a specific face and used to commu-
nicate through their body movements.

these are the essential issues in puppetry.
We're attached to this creatures(puppets) which
we make. Creatures which come to life next to
our imagination.




Massima
Shuster in
Tehran

Massima Shuster who was appointed as
the head of UNIMA at the latest congress of
UNIMA, yesterday morning entered Tehran
to participate in The 10th International Pup-
pet Festival, Tehran Mobarak.

In the first day of his trip to Iran, he
watched some Iranian and foreign and open
plays and then in a meeting held with Dr.
Khosrow Neshan - Director of the Festival -
and Mr. Behrouz Gharibpour, Deputy Secre-
tary of the Festival expressed his happiness
to be in this year's festival. He also hoped the
relation between UNIMA and the Puppet
Theatre Society of Iran would endure.?

Shuster will have a press conference dur-
ing his stay in Iran and will also give speech
about single person puppet theatre.

i

Mahmud Farhang, is a member of the
Selection board in this year's festival and
there for he could be answering some of
our questions regarding the puppet groups,
the assessment process in choosing the par-
ticipating puppet groups and the quality of
the plays. He works in the Center for Dra-
matic Arts and is right now sitting behind
his table in a busy room. We take this op-
portunity to have a short interview with him.

You were in charge for the assessment
process of this year's festival. How did you
find the festival in terms of the participat-
ing groups?

This festival is held every two years and I
think we should promote events of this kind in
the interest of puppet lovers. We have proposed
this festival be made an annual local event and
an international once every two years.

In the assessment process we have noticed
a growth in the participating groups but not a
growth commensurated to a two years period.
In comparison with the previous years we’ve
got some new and creative plays which were
quite interesting to me. All in all with the time
pressure and all the limited facilities the plays
are good.

An what about the provincial groups?

In this category, because there is much less

The magical world of Puppets

I'he members of the Serbian theatre group
handed the golden budge of the Nish City in
the sign of friendship to Mr. Neshan at his
office. Based on news by the Public Relation
of the Dramatic Arts Center in Tehran.
Thanks.?

The first participation of a group from
Serbia in Iran the members of this theatre
group during a meeting held with the Deputy
the Festival (Behrouz
Gharibpour) handed the golden budge "Nish"
to Dr. Neshan.

At this friendly visit the head of the Dra-
matic Art Center hoped that from now on the
cultural relationship and the interchange be-
tween the two countries of Iran and Serbia
would last and both countries could help each
other in order to promote their cultures.?

Secretary of

contact between the theatrical groups and the
puppet experts , fewer works and plays are se-
lected. Although this year’s festival policy indi-
cated that each category would have its own
capacity and that was why we were obligated
to choose equal quantity of groups in different
categories, but we’re hoping that provincial the-
atre groups would progress in the following years
by seeing international plays, the same as local
ones.

In your opinion what features do pup-
pet plays have, that made you accept the
assessment process of this year's festival?

I'm for years a member of the board of in-
ternational puppet showmen (UNIMA) and have
worked for years in this field. That’s why I think
it would be a pleasure to contribute to this event.

Give us some information about how the
plays were categorized in different sections,
such as student puppet shows, amateur
puppet shows, professional puppet shows
and Open air puppet shows?

Every year we’ve got different policies from
the Director of the festival and some groups get
chosen in different sections. In this form a tighter
competition would dominate the festival, but this
year's festival is not a competitional one there-
fore by categorizing the groups, each one would
now where to stand.
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