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Cinderella

The Group: Saratov

The Director of the Group:

SHUGUROV GENNADI IGOREVICH

Shugurov G. I. was born on May, 29, 1951
in Narva, Estonia.

He has been working as an actor in
Leningrad Region Puppet-Show.

In 1991 he has graduated from the
Leningrad State Institute of music theater
and cinematography. He has got the follow-
ing qualifications: the actor of puppet-show,
the director of puppet-show.

1991-1992-the head director of Seaside
Region Puppet-show.

1992-1999-the producer of the Leningrad
Region Puppet-show.

In 1997 Shugurov G. 1. has been given
the rank of the "Honored Artist of the Rus-
sian Federation."

Since 1999 Shugurov G. L. is the head
director of Saratov Puppet-show "Teremok."
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Teddy Bears

About the Group: Puppet House

Marionette Theatre "Puppet House"-lau-
reate of the supreme national theatre pre-
mium of Russia "Golden Mask"(1999-2000
season).

MARIONETTE THEATRE "PUPPET
HOUSE" was born in 1992. The constant
staff consists of 3 persons - Producer , an
artist and an actress. In the performances
traditional way of playing with marionettes is
used as well as the open play of actor and
marionette. Theatre works in the genre of
musical miniature. Bright and picturesque
language of the performance do not need any
translation, it's clear both to children and
adults of any country.

MARIONETTE THEATRE "PUPPET
HOUSE" participate in a plenty of Interna-
tional Theatre Festivals in Germany, France,
Bulgaria, Spain, South Korea, Armenia, Nor-
way, Croatia and Finland. The unique fea-
ture of the performances is that producer, an
artist and an actress take equal part in their
birth.
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The first day of this
year's puppet festival coin-
cided with our prophet
Mohammad Abas and at the
last day of the festival we
celebrate Gharib-pour's
birthday. He is quite busy in
his office reciprocating his
birthday congratulations but
spares us some time to have
an interview with him. We
also congratulate him on his
birthday.

Regarding the change
in the management of the
Dramatic Arts Center,
how do you assess this
year's festival and its ac-
complishments?

We programmed and
planned everything in a time
of crisis and as you referred
to this crisis was a result of
the change in management.
Management changes has
always its affection on dif-
ferent things from the money
side up to other matters, fi-
nancial problems, the debts
and a lot of other problems
all made us think that this
year's festival would not
have a chance to be cel-
ebrated but by Dr. Neshan's
efforts and other people in
charge we were able to cel-
ebrate this year's festival as
best as possible. I, myself
because of some moral
commitments needed some
help to carry on this festival
as best as possible and
hopefully I achieved this by
the help of some people in
charge and the organizers at
the Dramatic Arts Center.

How pleased were oth-
ers in the Dramatic Arts
Center? You, Dr. Neshan
and some other few
names were always
present in the perform-
ing halls.

An Interview with Behruz Gharib-pour, Deputy Secretary of the Festival and the
Head of Mobarak (UNIMA)

I think they also were
pleased and never expected
to see this warm reception
at this year's festival. Any-
way this year's festival was
filled with joy and enthusi-
asm.

How well was this
year's festival received by
people? Did you ever plan
for this matter?

I compare this festival
with some other festivals
such as Karag, New Delhi,
Croatia ... In those festivals
only some representatives
from the congress attended,
while in our festival this year
some theatre professionals,
complained about all the
seats filled by ordinary
people and not being able to
find a seat for themselves.
All our aim was to make
people familiar with puppets
and puppet shows. We tried
our best to build a good at-
mosphere to somehow make
puppet makers and those in
puppet industry have a good
impression on people and get
them acquainted with the art
of theatre.

Open are plays and ...
attracted a lot of people
but a big problem is that
people usually do not get

enough information about
different cultural pro-
grams. How did you face
this problem?

The festival started on a
holiday while no newspapers
were published and we were
forced to prevail of uncon-
ventional advertising ways.
We could have used bill-
boards all over the city but
in this case our expense
would have soared and
therefore we did not use it
but channel one, Farhang
Radio and Fridays with the-
atre did their best to promote
us.

If our cultural produc-
tions get broader and more,
people would get informed
and attracted automatically.

One of the biggest and
most important achieve-
ments of this year's festi-
val could be it's yearly
celebration from now on.

Yes, I hope by the agree-
ments made with Dr. Imani
and Dr. Neshan this thing
happens and this festival
turns to a yearly festival. If
this happens we would have
one of the biggest and most
important puppet festival in
the world although at present
we are among the best.




An Interview with Dr. Khosrow Neshan, Direc-
tor General of the 10th International Puppet
Festival, Tehran Mobarak and the Head of Tehran
Dramatic Arts Center

Dr. Khosrow Neshan:

This year we had a
professional puppet
festival

Dr. Khosrow Neshan was appointed this year
for the first time as the Director General of the
10th International Puppet Festival and it's also his
first year to head of the Dramatic Arts Center. We
have an interview with him about this year's festi-
val and how well it was held. Dr. Neshan thanks all
foreign groups for participating in this year's festi-
val and wishes for all of them a safe return to their
home countries.

This year's festival will be remembered
for it's varied programs and plays since
we had almost 57 foreign plays performed.
How do you find this year's outlook?

Considering the number of foreign per-
forming groups and the variety in the plays it
seems we had such a wonderful and spectacu-
lar year. This year a large quantity of foreign
and local plays were submitted for consider-
ation and that's why the organizers of the fes-
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tival were able to have a wide range of choices
and choose the best plays to be performed
during the festival. The warm reception of
people and the efforts by foreign groups all
contributed to make this festival at it's 10th year
a professional one in such a way that all for-
eign groups had a positive view towards this
year's festival. What we see today is a result
of several years of experience.

Regarding that Iran's puppet theatre
has been isolated for years,how much do
you think the participation of foreign
groups would help Iran's puppet theatre
to be known internationally?

Basically having interaction in all cultural
areas is so effective in promoting all kinds of
arts. Any how if foreign groups do not receive
the apportunity to see Iran's dramatic arts and
don't get familiar with it we surely can't hope
to have something to say in the world.

From another point of view having
interacton with foreign puppet groups can help
is to improve our techniques in puppetry.

Of course I have to say that Iranian puppet
groups had participated before in some for-
eign festivals but anyhow I think there's no use
in having this interaction unless it is mutual.
Many foreign groups in this year's festival were
not so familiar with Iran and traveled to our
country with a quite different perception about
it but when they were informed about our dif-
ferent cultural activities they changed their
opinion.

Is there any plan for the participation
of Iranian puppet groups in foreign festi-
vals?

Foreign groups were astonished by the per-
formance of some Iranian plays. Most foreign
groups in this year's festival are themselves
organizers of puppet festivals in their own coun-
tries and this is itself an advantage in introduc-
ing Iran's puppet theatre to the world. Mr.
Schuster the president of UNIMA was fasci-
nated and astonished after seeing Iranian pup-
pet plays up to the point that he noted our plays
could easily be shown in other countries. Some
foreign groups at fist did not have a good per-
ception of Iranian plays but later on they
changed their mind and were impressed after
watching some plays. Many groups have now
a high regard towards our cultural specialities
and even tried to adapt their plays with this
specialities.

How do you intend to introduce Iran's
puppetry to the rest of the world??

Working in an international arena is for sure
a priority but I think before this stage our the-
atre needs an interior settlement. Unfortunately
our provincial puppet groups work with the least
provisions.
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