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"Love Songs" a puppet
play from Italy was one of
those plays that caught a lot
of people's attention. Almost
no one left the performing hall
up to the end of the play and
eager spectators filled all the
rows and even sat on the floor
near the stage. At the 6th day
of Tehran's Puppet Festival the
Italian "Erlekino" fascinated
everyone. This interesting pup-
pet even could mention some
Iranian words such as "Salam"
(Hello), "Dustat Daram" (I
love you) in Persian and this
helped the spectators to get
more in touch with this beau-
tiful play.

Following is an interview
with Enrico Deotti and his
wife Giulia.

Is "Erlekino' a tradi-
tional Italian puppet or just
a modern puppet?

Erlekino and the story of
"Love songs" has its origins in
Italian myth in such a manner
that it's not clear who made
this puppet for the first time.
Certainly the play has changed
during all these years in its
form but Erlekino never wears

n Interview with Enrico Deotti, Director of the puppet play '""Love Songs"

any other dress, the same as
Mobarak who always wear his
red dress. A lot of people be-
lieve the "Erlekino" has some
roots in reality. Lots of play-
wrights have been written
based on this character, but his
main feature is that he always
has to be hungry and in love.
These two elements should be
present wherever "Erlekino"
is.

During the play some
Persian dialogues helped
the spectators to commu-
nicate better with the play,
did you have the same ex-
perience before?

Whenever we stage a play
in foreign countries we try to
learn some essential, key-
words or short phrases of the
play in the language of that
country and use it in the play.
I think this helps the specta-
tors to have a better under-
standing of the play and at the
same time it is interesting.
Imagine that someone has
come to see an Italian puppet
play and suddenly hears
Erlekino says: "Ilove you",isn't
itinteresting?

Before coming to Iran,
how much did you know
about Iran's puppet plays?

This is my first time to
travel to Iran. I have per-
formed in most European and
Latin American countries and
also in countries such as Paki-
stan, Guatemala, Ethiopia, Tur-
key and India. I had seen be-
fore a play from Iran in
Pakistan's puppet festival
which caught my attraction. I
think you Iranians have pre-
served your traditions in the-
atre and at the same time have
different techniques and per-
formances. But an interesting
feature I saw in Iran's puppet
play was the live music perfor-
mance during the play and that
the music group is not hidden.
This was interesting to me.

What's Italy's outstand-
ing puppet at present?

Erlekino is so old that we
should consider it among the
ancient works, Pulcino is also
as famous and well known as
Erlekino.

All in all I should say that
each city or territory in Italy
has its own special puppets.




String Puppets
appropriate for

Romantic and
Emotional Plays

Two Warmly Received Plays "Cinderella’s" puppet performing group

from Italy and England held a friendly workshop together with those

The two plays "Love Songs" and "Spellacy interested in puppetry. At first the director
Circus" were warmly received by the audience of this play was supposed to give some in-
especially children. formation about string puppet manipulation,

The play "Spellacy Circus" from England at but later on she prefered to have a friendly
first taught the audience some simple ways for workshop since most present at this gath-
making puppets that attracted people's attention. ering were professionals themselves.
In this play some children came up to the stage "Elena", the only puppeteer of this play who
and tried to manipulate some of the puppets. has fourteen years experience in manipu-

So was the reception towards the glove pup- lating puppets by strings said: "This tech-
petplay "Love Songs" which Hossein Imanti, Dr. nique (puppet manipulation by strings) is the
Khosrow Neshan and some other officials most flexible techniques in puppet manipu-
watched it form the control room. lating that communicates emotionally with

It's noteworthy that the tickets for the second the audience better than other techniques".
performance of both plays were all finished at She added: "The manipulation of puppets in
4:00 pm. or in other words before the first perfor- this play is done vertically and depending
mance. People kept looking to find entrance tick- on the puppet's gesture the string attached
ets to these two plays for hours. to them can be moved and manipulated."

Explaining the techniques in moving the
puppets of this play (Cinderella) she said:
"Since the main string is attached to the
puppet's head, moving the puppet is quite easy
but sometimes the strings are also attached
to the puppet's shoulders".

Mentioning Cinderella as her fourth play,
she added: "We usually prevail of well-
known stories and tales such as thumb-
thumb, snow white, ..."

In her opinion, the puppet's movements
should never be harsh and erratic, except
in some gestures. She said: "The puppets
movements in Cinderella is in such a way
that you never think which string belongs to
which part of the puppet's body."

"Elena" noted that she makes her
puppets by wood and added: "We
choose the wood based on the hardness
or softness of the puppets and that's
why we use different kind of woods".

Answering a question about the uncon-
scious manipulation of some puppeteers she

Dally Bullctm

Typmettmg* Ebrahxm Najaﬁ

Editors: Darysh Azad Hor : _ said: "After a while the puppet's movements

Thanks R Kho o ' gets somehow unconscious like a pianist

| ; ‘ who plays unconsciously with his eyes
closed."

At the end she concluded: "String pup-
pets are appropriate for romantic and emo-
tional performances."
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