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An Interview with Mohammad Attebaei, Director of International

Relations Department of the 12" Tehran Puppet Theater Festival

We Try to Gratify
Various Tastes

Except calling for the festival, what else did
you do to select works for the international
section?

Since Tehran International Puppet Theatre
Festival is held in the early months of the year, we
always confront numerous financial problems. In
the first season of the year no budget is allocated
for this event, so we can’t send our representatives
to select the works. In this case in January we
summoned troupes to participate and tried to
negotiate with many of them.

At that time some Iranian theatrical groups
wereparticipating atinternational festivals,
it’s been said that you were aided by
them for selecting the works.

Yes, we asked those groups to
introduce us the qualified works

for negotiation. Through
their cooperation and
other activities done by
International Relations

Department 55 works were
presented to participate at the
festival. The selection board of
international competition reviewed the

films taken of the performances and finally 15
plays were picked.

Is there a limitation that you selected just 15
shows for the festival?

Even from the beginning, it was not supposed
that exactly 15 works should participate at festival.
Based on all previous experience, we knew that
finally some groups will give up participating at
the festival. Therefore we picked 15 groups to

confirm that at least 10 of them will participate
at the event. But in the end 8 groups relinquished
and 7 works from Italy, Netherlands, Belarus and
Austria attended the festival.

Their resignations were due to political
motives or something else?

Sometimes ago, Mr. Mosafer Astaneh had said

that the international section of the festival is
influenced by political situations and relations. I
say that no troupe directly refers to this issue as
a motive for giving up, but after several years of
holding this international festival, we are assured
that sometimes political problems influence such
decisions.
Did you emphasize on particular
issues and subject matters when
you called for the festival, or there
was no limitation in this case?

Our summon for international
section was in accordance with our
local criteria, but we had pointed
out that folkloric and ritual plays are
preferred.

Will the shows to be performed at the
festival offer various qualities, performance
methods and structures or they have been
selected from the same range?

I could affirm that they would be various if all
15 selected works were supposed to participate at
the festival. But currently I can’t claim that the
participating works will live up to our usual criteria
and variety. We have always been concerned for
the variety of tastes and audiences and have tried
to gratify them.

to various problems, what have you planned for preventing from the
possible difficulties and gi'oups who walk out?

Some works were not selected by us, we wanted to stage shows which have
educational aspects and quality of performance. The works were picked for
their quality not countries. Many theatrical groups don’t care for political
relations and of course some do. Now a puppet theater festival titled Mobarak
which held in Tehran has been known throughout the world and all selected
troupes have participated at this event.

T




with Rahmatollah Mehrabi, Secretary of the 12th
ional Puppet Theater Festival

upet Show Is

roaching Animation

I was thinking that your enthusiasm for
puppet and stage was the key motivation for
returning to theater, but from your words I
understand that interest for management
was the main reason for accepting to be the
secretary of puppet theatre festival.

Of course I have not been away from theatrical
activities. As a matter of fact whatever happens,
we will always be theatrical. T like theater
and essentially art. I have been graduated and
worked in this field. Perhaps if I was proposed
to be the secretary of precious stones festival,
I wouldn’t have accepted that. In terms of
management, [ didn’t mean that I’'m ready to
accept the management of any other festival.

I just meant puppet theatre festival too.

Well, I accepted to be in charge of this festival
because it’s theatrical. On the puppet, I would
say that it is originated in the life of all humans
from childhood until the end. Puppet has always
been a part of our life. I felt that I’'m able to
organize and hold a good festival of puppet
theater.

The major part of your career in theater
dates back to 1980s. Currently regarding that
you were also member of selection boards,
what differences do you find in our theater

‘ respect to puppet theatre?

‘considerably mcreaso;d When we were working,
very few groups were active in the field of puppet
theater. Moreover, the performance quality has
also elevated. It seems the young people have
gained a better knowledge of puppet theater.

of that time and next years, partlcularly in

There are several universities which teach the

related courses, facilities for learning puppet
theater are much provided and technology has
remarkably progressed.
From the other hand,
the issues related to dramatic literature have

in puppet theater,

essentially changed, the earlier concerns and
demands have been transformed.

In my view in terms of design,the type of
movement and atmosphere currently puppet
theater is approaching to animation. Actually
while I was watching these works, I asked
myself why don’t we take these puppet shows
to houses and confine them in the halls. In this
vein we are going to record and reproduce some
works at the festival and make them available
to people.

Don’t you think that tendency to animation
will distort the nature and identity of puppet
theater?

In my opinion, the more natural movements
of puppets and not fantasy make them similar
to animation works. However in terms of
characterization a number of similarities
are visible. In earlier times, the movements
of puppets were limited, but at the moment
no limitation is seen there. I’'m not afraid of
distortion because these two arts are essentially
different.

Basically puppet play has a special range,
how did you consider this issue in the selection
of works and what were your criteria?

The main criterion was quantity; we didn’t
pick the works and based on comparison. All
the works which had the necessary standards
and appeal for the audience were accepted
Although at international section we had to' '

~ ~ select the works comparatwely Becaus we
In terms of quantity, the groups have been

should select a number of works to partic ipa

international section and compete y

plays. At this stage, we were

innovation, creativity, charactenz
‘of the puppets, music, lights, S0
The international section is
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